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- Have pet to PY . 5 | 
dicate the following ſheets to yu, i 
as the. only tribute of gratitude in 
my power to lay at your feet in re- 
turn for that protection, with which 
you cohdeſcended to honour me in 
Bengal. To do impartial juſtice to 
your ſhining abilities and known in- 
tegrity of heart is beyond my feeble 
efforts. To ſay, that through your 
ſpirited exertions the affairs of the 
Honourable Company have been re- 
trieved from ruin, and the bleflings - . 
of peace in great meaſure reſtored 
throughout the Eaſtern world, falls 
infinitely ſhort of that praiſe which 


is 5 


* 


* 

c 

- 
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is due to your exalted character. That 
you may long remain in that high 
ſtation, which you have filled with 
ſo much honour to yourſelf and ad- 
vantage to your country, is the ſin- 
cere wiſh of every true friend to the 


Britiſh hs aa and of, 
8 I R, 135 
Vonr moſt devoted, 
Obliged, 
Feb. e 7 
NED) And obedient: b, 


Pt 8 2 Dormer Stan rape 


CASE „ 


r 
5 Enuphratcs, Indiaman, in the Downs, 
is LEY December, 1773» 

My Dear Friend, TY 


Embrace the firſt moment which the 
confuſion of the new ſcene before me, 


and the unſettled ſtate of my own mind 


will allow, to comunicate to you the plea- 
ſing intelligence of my eſcape from the 


dangers which threatened me, and which 
I had every reaſon to fear would effectual- 


ly deſtroy all my golden dreams of Eaſtern 
magnificence. You are well acquainted 


with the unfortunate connexion which 


B occaſioned 
| 


<2) 


e my fadden . from the 
Univerſity, and you know that my credi- 
tors, enraged to ſee every proſpect of pay- r 
ment in one moment loſt by that imprudent h 
ſtep, omitted no means which their inge- k 
nuity could point out, to diſcover the 5 
place of my retreat. N now moſt lincerely : 
0 


1 
— MI a e n 


wiſh that retreat. had been rendered leſs 
5 agrecable to me, or that the amiable 
2 Charlotte had been leſs ſuſceptible of thoſe 
FE tender impreffions, which though highly 


flattering to my. vanity, yet I confeſs to- 1 
| you my heart ſecretly diſapproved. I was 5 
not yet ſo enamoured with ruin, as to : 
think of martimon ny, and J knew that no 2 
greater torment could be inflicted. on a 4 
ſoft believing females than the pangs of by 
diſappointed love, You have formerly Re 
Teen Miſs Rivers, and you have called 11 
her handſome, and you may believe me, | Ki 
| when I aflure you that ſhe poſſeſſes every. © 
virtue that can adorn the female mind. fa 
But that uncommon ſenſibility, and thoſe Ke. 
3 romantic ew, ſo inſeparably connected 


* with 
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„ 
wih a country education, muſt ever proves 
to her a ſource of unhappineſs, and muſt 
render even the moſt innocent pleaſures 
highly dangerous in their conſequences. 
When the hoſpitality of Mr. Rivers had 
in ſome degree removed the unfavourable 


ideas I had entertamed of a country life, 


began to, promiſe myſelf an infinite fund 
of amuſement in the converſation of his 

amiable daughter, Her natural good 
humour led her to omit no opportunity of 
making the hours paſs agreeably away, 


and of diſpelling that melancholly which 


L in vain endeavoured. to conceal, We 
walked together in the garden, upon the 
ſęea-beach, and in the neighbourin g woods, 
while her mother devoted her time to her | 
domeſtic concerns, and my worthy friend, 
engaged among his labourers in the fields. 
little thought that I ſhould - repay bis 
kindneſs by ſeducing the affections of his 
daughter, and diſturbing the peace of a 


family, whoſe hoſpitable roof had receiv- 


ed me, when, like Adam expelled from 
1 3 Faradiſeꝰ 


9 


140 


me and providence my guide. 
However, to cut ſhort a ſcene which at 


' this moment fills me with grief and con- 


fuſion, I will only ſay, that in an un- 


lucky moment I made her a propoſal of 
marriage, and that our hours impercep- 


tibly glided away in the enjoyment of thoſe 
Pleaſures which only lovers know, till a 


ſummons from my father to attend him 


in London previous to my embarkation 
for India at once diſſolved all our aerial 


ſchemes of future happineſs, and plung- 


ed the whole family into inexpreſſible di- 


ſtreſs. You, who have been no ſtranger 
to ſcenes like this, and who well know 


by what miſtaken principles even men 


of ſenſe are led aſtray, when paſſion has 
drowned the voice of reaſon, can eaſily 


picture to yourſelf the reproaches of the 


weeping mother, and the rage of the fa- 
ther denouncing immediate vengeance, 


and calling aloud for ſatisfaction from the 
vngrateful ſerpent, whom he had foſter- 
ed 


Paradiſe, 1 had the whole world before 


T... . . Eee et TEE ri os 


va C5) 


ed. in his boſom, and even treated with 
_ parental. tenderneſs. Such, my friend, 


would have been the behaviour of thoſe 
fathers, to whom the misjudging world 
too often aſcribes the merit of ſuperior 


wiſdom, and who, while they hold hap- 


pineſs to be inſeparable from' wealth, are 


ready to beſtow every bleſſing upon their 
children but real felicity. Mr. Rivers 
however acted a very different part; he 


neither reproached me with ingratitude 


nor did he expreſs any concern, except 
for the impoſſibility of that union, which 
he was obliging enough to ſay, under 
ather circumſtances, would have given 


him the greateſt pleaſure. He affured 


me, that he ſhould ever confider my inte- 


| reſt as immediately connected with his 
own ; and even conſented that Miſs Ri- 


vers ſhould wait until my return from In- 
dia; when he hoped, that every obſta- 


cle that now impeded our happineſs 


would be removed. You may ſuppoſe, 
that I felt myſelf highly pleaſed at this: 


B 3 unexpected. 


"I # 


unexpected declaration, ind that I omit- 


vince him of the ſincerity of my intentions, 


my engagements... Indeed he feemed per- 
fectly ſatisfied with me, and ſaid every thing 


which friendſhip could ſuggeſt to inſpire 
me with fortitude to go through the af- 
fecting ſeene which now preſented itſelf. 


* The day was at hand which was to ſepa- 
* rate me, perhaps for ever, from my be- 
loved Charlotte. My feelings on this oc- 


caſion I ſhall not attempt to deſcribe.. 


Imagine to yourſelf, that 1 left the houſe 
of my friend overwhelmed with grief, and 


that all the pomp and pride of Afiatie 
grandeur had in that moment no charms. 


for me. 


1 am, &c. 


* | ted nothing 1 in my reply which could con- 


whenever fortune ſhould enable me to fulfil 


LETTER n. 


Madera Feb, 11. 


FTER a tedious paſſage of two and 
thirty days, I feel myſelf extremes - 


ly happy in being once more permitted 


to ſet my foot upon dry land, and to 
breathe the freſh air among a race of be- 


ings, who, though not the moſt cultivated 


I ever met with, are yet infinitely ſupe- 
rior to thoſe unmannerly Hottentots, 
who call themſelves the officers of the 
ſhip, which it has been my misfortune 
to chuſe as the vehicle of my tranſporta- 
tion from my native country. Indeed 
before I had been many minutes on board, 
1 formed a moſt unfayourable idea of my 
fituation from an object which preſented 
itſelf to my view; and which, though I 
ſuppoſe perfectly familiar to the petty 
tyrants of the ocean, appeared to me ut- 
Kerly 1 inconſiſtent with the laws and cuſtoms 


of 


i} 
5 4 
1 


| x: F . 
of a civilized nation. One of gthoſe un- 


fortunate creatures, whom the agents of 


the Eaſt India company, by ſpecious ad- 
vertiſements, and by various ftratagems 
calculated to deceive the ignorant and the 


unwary, have entrapped into their ſer- - 


vice, had by ſome act of difreſpe& in- 


0 curred the diſpleaſure of the chief mate, 


or officer, in whom (under the controut 


of the captain) the executive power is 


chiefly lodged. This miferable wretch, 


though evidently in a ſtate of delirium, 


the conſequence of that intoxication which 
had been made the inftrument of his Cap- 


tivity, was, by order of the great man, 


immediately loaded with irons ; an im- 
menſe gag faſtened in his mouth; and 
for the further erime of expreſſing his diſ- 
latisfaction at this inhuman uſage he was 
beaten over the head and face ch a-large 
cane, till he ſunk down ſenſeleſs upon 
the deck, and the tyrant began to trem- 
ble, leaſt the conſequences of. his barba- 


rity (ſhould in the end prove, fatal to 
himſe if, 


* 
19 
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himſelf. I ventured to hint to one of my 
fellow paſſengers my abhorrence of ſuch 


cruelty, and was told that if I ſuffered a 


tingle word to eſcape my lips, which 


might convey the ſlighteſt offence to any 


one of thoſe gentlemen under whoſe abſo- 
lute command I was, I ſhould certainly 


meet with every infult that could render 


my fituation uncomfortable, and ſhould 
perhaps be confined the reſt of the voyage 
to my cabbin, under pretence of having 
conduced to leflen the authority of the 


captain, and ſow a ſpirit of diſſention and 


mutiny among the crew. 
However I will quit fo diſagreeable a 


ſubject, and proceed to give you ſome ac- 


count of the iſland of Madeira, which after a 
months confinement in my floating priſon, 
ſeems to me quite a terreſtrial Paradiſe. 


Madeira, which is the largeſt of the Cana- 


ry iſlands, is fituate in the Atlantic ocean, 
in ſixteen degrees of W. L. and thirty- 


three of N. L. and is about one hundred 


miles 


0 


tiles in circumference. The climates 


though perhaps the fineſt in the world, 
myſt certainly be deemed hot by an inha- 
bitant of the more northern latitudes. 
When firſt diſcovered by the Portugueſe 
in the beginning of the fifteenth century, 


it was entirely covered with wood, which 
being conſumed by fire, the aſhes have ſo 


fertilized the ſoil, that it produces incre- 


dible quantities of wine, which has this 


peculiar quality, that it keeps beſt in the 


Hotteſt climates, and therefore ſcarce any 
other is drank either in the Eaſt or Weſt In- 
des. The principal town, which is called 


Fonchal, is ill built and ugly, the ſtreets 


are narrow, and the houſes inconvenient. 


The churches and convents are very nu- 


merous, and the nuns, at leaſt all thoſe 


who are expoſed to public view, have ſuch 


very little pretenſions to perſonal charms, 
that their vows of chaſtity ſeem rather to 
have been the effect of neceſſity than of 
thoice. T hey ſupply themſelves with 
pocket-money by the ſale of ſword knots, 
cockades, 


mes 0 we a 


4 

cockades, and other trumpery, which 
they convey through the double grates 
by means of a cleft ſtick to their Engliſh 
viſitors. The inquiſition flouriſhes © here 


in all its horrors, and the lower orders of 


people pay almoſt divine honours to the 
prieſts. The town is garriſoned by a few 

companies of ſoldiers, whoſe appearance is 
totally unmartial, and whol believe would 
play very little military heroiſm in the 


ſervice of his moſt faithful majeſty, ſhould 


an enemy invade Madeira. The harbour 


is defended by a ſmall fort erected on the 


ſummit of a rock about three hundred 


yards diſtant from the main iſland, and 
acceſſable only by a winding and exceed- 
ingly narrow flight of ſteps. The Por- 
tugueſe repoſe great confidence in this 


place of ſirength, and think it impregna- 
ble; but in my opinion a ſingle frigate 

would ſoon filence its batteries, and lay 
the town in aſhes, The principal tavern, 
in which I have taken up my reſidence, is 


A * houſe in contrived and ſhabbily 


furniſhed. 
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Furniſhed, It is kept by an Triſhinan wh 


has a pretty wife, of whom he is extreme. 
1y jealous. I live at the expence of near 


A guinea each day, for which 1 have a bad 
dinner and execrable wine, and T amuſe 


myſelf in the evening at backgammon 


with a prieſt, who is, at leaſt eighty years 
of age, above ſixty of which he ns _ 
upon the iſland. 


Tomorrow I expect to return on board, 
for at leaſt ten weeks to be fatigued with 


the fame dull unvaried proſpect of ſky and 
water, and to be immured with ſavages, 


| 'whoſe manners are as unpoliſhed, as if 
"they had been educated in the wildeſt de- 
ſerts of Siberia. With what regret do 1 


now look back on thoſe happy hours which 
11 pent with my lovely Charlotte, whofe 
image is ever preſent to my imagination 


in all the charms of native innocence and 


blooming youth. 

My fellow paſſengers, whom 1fuppole 
2 ſimilarity of circumſtances has collected 
from ne quarter of the world, and en- 


gage 


t 


— 
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paged: in the A purſuit her the richey” 


of the Eaſt, form a group altogether en- 


tertaining enough, was my heart ſufficient» 


ly at eaſe to be amuſed with trifles. They 
confiſt of two young ladies, who go out 
under the immediate protection of the 


Captain, in hopes that ſome wealthy Na- 
bob may be attracted by the power of 


thoſe charms, which they had in vain dif-" 
played at Highgate aſſembly, and at the 
city balls; an elderly gentleman who 
formerly amaſſed a conſiderable fortune 
by trade in India, which he loſt by ſpecu- 
laing in the Engliſh funds; a young Hi- 


bernian, who finds it neceſſary to travel, 


till time ſhall have cooled the reſentment. 
of ſeveral noble families, whoſe ſons and 
heirs have fallen by his hand in duels; 
and a captain of the Bengal artillery, who 
reviſited England in conſequence of a 
wound he received in a rencounter with a 


tyger, and who daily amuſes us with the 
various feats by which he has ſignalized 


himſelf, in the deſtruction of hyænas, 
C and 


and wild buffalos. This motly group, 
with your humble ſervant, occupy the 
great cabbin, the ladies in a ſeparate 
apartment, and the gentlemen actually 


ö 
ſtowed on ſhelves juſt big enough to re- 
i; ceive a ſmall mattreſs, like bales of cloth 
ina linen-draper's ſhop. I aſſure you, no 
k love-fick damſel ever longed for, her wed- = 
'l ding day with. more eagerneſs, than I 1 
"18 look forward to that happy hour, when 1 c 
Wl ſhall be landed on the Indian ſhore. 1 
% ” | I 
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LETTER 1. 
Cape of Good Hope, May, 1774. 


HAVE now the ſatisfaction of ac- 
quainting my friend, that after a paſ- 


fage ſufficiently tedious and unpleaſant, I 


once more experience the comforts of 
life in the houſe of a fat, honeſt, and 


hoſpitable Dutchman. I will not trouble 
you with the oceurrences-of a voyage, in 
which, I ſuppoſe, we met with the uſual 


accidents that attend on contrary . 


and ſtormy weather. 


Imagine to yourſelf, that for pak 


days ſucceſſively, the waves roſe mountains 


high, the winds roared the ſailors vied with 


the elements in noiſe, and that I betook 
myſelf quietly to my ſhelf, where I medi- 


ated on paſt follies, and formed aerial 


ſchemes of future wealth and magnifi- 


cence. My companions indeed ſeemed 


do think that theſe inconveniencies were 


C2 amply 


{a0 ) 


_ amply compenſated by the pleaſure of 
feaſting daily on turtle, of' which we 


catched no leſs than ſixty of an enormous 
ſize at the iſland of Aſcenfion, where 
theſe animals are in amazing plenty, and 
are ſo much eſteemed for the ſuperior fla- 
vour of their fat, that I wonder thoſe ſons 
of gluttony, the aldermen of London, 


have not eftabliſhed a turtle-fiſhery upon 


the ſpot. 

Aſcenfion is a ſmall uninhabited iſland, 
midway between the coaſt of Africa and 
the Brazils, The beach is covered with 


innumerable ſea-birds, which depoſit their | 


eggs in the ſand, and are fo exceedingly 


tame, that they will fuffer you to tread | 


on them as you walk along, In the cen- 


tre of the iſland is a valley thinly covered 
with graſs, where a few ſcattered buſhes 


afford ſhelter to ſome goats formerly left 
there by an Indiaman ; and there is a 


ſpring of water, but not large enough to 


be of any uſe to the ſhips, which touch 
here upon their return from India for the 


ſole | 


„ 


' ſole purpoſe of catching turtle. It is very 


unuſual for an outward- bound ſhip to call 


here, and what induced our captain in ſo 
wanton a manner to loſe his time is, 1 
believe, known only to himſelf. The 
mode of catching theſe animals is curious, 


and great activity is neceſſary in the un- 
dertaking. During the moon- light nights 


the female turtle come on ſhore to lay 
their eggs, and to ſleep upon the ſand. 
The ſailors, who go on ſhore early in the 


evening, poſt themſelves at a conſiderable 


diſtance, obſerving the moſt profound ſi- 


lence, as the ſmalleſt noiſe would inſtantly 


alarm the turtle, and occaſion their. preci- 
Pitate retreat into the water. At a pro- 


per opportunity they ſteal ſoftly towards 


their prey, and the: unfortunate unreſfiſt- 
ing turtle are thrown upon their backs, 
and left in that poſition till the morning, 


when they are conveyed to the ſhip, and 


are laid in rows upon the deck, Up- 
wards of five hundred eggs have ſome» 
times been found in one turtle; and it is 

— remarkable⸗ 


| remarkable, though they waſte' conſide: 
ably, yet they will live ſeveral weeks 
without the leaſt nouriſhment, and require 


{ 8 } 


only to be refreſhed morning and evening 
with water. WL. 
I here cannot forbear mentioning a cir- 


cumſtance, which fhocking as it is to hu- 


manity, yet perfectly correſponded with 
the ideas 1 had before entertained of the 


brutality of an Engliſh ſailor. Our men 


confeſſed that they had turned upwards of 


forty turtle more than they had brought 


on board, which they had left to perifh by 
inches upon the beach, merely becauſe 


they would not ſubmit to the trouble of 
replacing them in a poſture to help them... 


ſelves. Strange that ſuch barbarity ſhould 
be familiar to the heart of man, and above 
all others of thoſe men, whoſe ſituation, 


replete with danger, and hourly teeming | 


with death and deſtruction, ought to in- 
ſpire them with ſentiments of univerſal be- 
nevolence, and teach them to pity even a 
peck 


„ 
poor helpleſs turtle expiring upon a deſert 
ere 15 

The Cape of Good Hope is the moſt 
ſouthern promontary of Africa, ſituate in 
ſixteen degrees of E. L. and about thirty- 


four of S. LE. The climate is hot, but ſo 


extremely healthy, that the gentlemen 


who reſide in India, when enervated by 
the diſorders incident to the country, and 


by their own debaucheries, ſeldom fail to 
re-eſtabliſh their healths by a ſhort viſit to 
the Cape. The fruits of the earth are pro- 


duced here in the greateſt perfection; and 
veniſon, fiſh, and poultry are in ſuch 
abundance, that under. an Engliſh govern- 


ment I know ne place where a perſon of 
moderate income might live more com- 


fortably. You may eaſily judge how 


cheap all the articles. of life muſt be, when 


L aſſure you that I pay the trifling ſum of 
one dollar each day for my board and 


lodging, and that my dinner, including 


an elegant deſſert and a moſt plentiful al. 


lowance of the win du pais would not 
: | diſgrace 


[ —_——— — — —— —*²—ꝛÜ 
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diſgrace the table of an Engliſh gentleman 


ll of three thouſand a year eſtate. The Com- P 
[| pany's gardens, which are the place of 15 
. faſhionable reſort, are as large as St. 2 
* James's park; the walks are kept in ex- 3 
cellent order, and are ſhaded: by beautiful KF q 
rows of Engliſh oak. The governor's. Þ 4 
houſe, which is a large handſome build... > 
ing, ſtands in the centre, and is after the 5 
prevailing faſhion of the Dutch almoſt: 1 
ſurrounded. by a canal, and at the upper 1 
end is a collection of the various wild „. 
beaſts, which the uncultivated foreſts of "tt 
| Africa produce. | 
| - At preſent the converſation of the town. 


is entirely taken up with the duel lately 

| fought between the celebrated Captain 

David Roche, generally known by the 

| appellation of Tyger Roche, and Captain 

| | Ferguſon belonging to the Company's land 

1 forces in Bengal. Ferguſon fell in the en- 

F gagement, and the ſtory is here told rather 

|| to the diſadvantage of Roche ; but I be- 

| | lieve there were no witneſſes, who could 
os . prove 


02A Y 


prove the leaſt improper behaviour on the 
part of Roche, and that his accuſers were 
influenced by a moſt unjuſt and cruel pre- 
judice. However „he ſecure@his retreat 
on board a French ſhip then lying in the 


harbour, and is by this time atrived in In- 


dia; the ſeverity of the Dutch laws againſt 


duelling rendering it abſolutely neceſſary 
for him to adopt the moſt expeditious 


mode of eſcaping from their territories. 
Our ſtay at this agreeable place will not 


exceed ten days, when we ſhall bid fare- 
well to the ſight of land till we arrive on 
| the Coromandel coaſt, 
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Jeanna, uh, 1774. 


YATHEN we left the Cape, I little 


Y thought any occurrence would have 


happened previous to our arrival in India 


worthy the notice of my friend; but I find 
myſelf agreeably diſappointed by the ſud- 


den reſolution of the captain to touch at 
the iſland of Joanna, where we arrived 


the twehty-ninth of June, and found two: 
Eaſt Indiamen, one of which will ſail to- 


morrow for England, and the other lies 
diſmaſted and deſerted by her erew. upon: | 


a reef of rocks, which project about a mile 
into the ſea, near the entrance of the har- 


bour for which they were ſteering with a 
fair wind and under an eaſy fail, when the 
neglect or ignorance of the officer on duty. 


occaſioned this melancholly event.. On: 
board this. ſhip the unfortunate Roche had 


| taken, | 


1 


taken his paſſage at the iſland of n 
to proſecute his voyage to Bombay, when 


hig evil deſtiny thre him into his preſent 
deplorable fituation, He now leads a 
moſt unhappy life amidſt the execrations 


of the ſeamen who look on him as another 


Jonas, and think themſelves involved in 


the puniſhment, which the Almighty, 


thus. miraculouſly has inflicted upon the. 
wretch who has dared to violate his com- 
mandments. 

Whatever the faults of Roche may be, 
IL am ſure the want of hoſpitality is not 
one. Having formerly known his ſiſter, 
who is married to one of the judges lately. 
appointed to Bengal, I took the liberty of. 
introducing myſelf, and. was received by 


him in his Indian hut with a politeneſs . 
and affability which would have done hon- 


our to à more ſplendid manſion, I was 


ſhocked to ſee a gentleman, who had once 


experienced all the elegancies of life, la- 
bouring under ſuch unmerited diftreſs, 
ane x was eaſily perſuaded to alleviate the 

horrors 
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horrors of his ſolitude, during the fete 


days we ſhall remain at Joanna, by bring- 
ing my bed on ſhore, and ſharing with 
him the conveniencies of his hut, which 


though not overburthened with furniture 


or with fuperfluous ornaments, is yet a 
very comfortable retreat, when compared 
to a dirty cabbin. He related to me all 
the circumſtances of his duel, together 
with the various provocations, which as 
a military man he was obliged to reſent ; 


and declared his intention of demanding 


1 
an impartial trial upon his arrival at Bom- 


bay, when I doubt not of his being hon- 


ourably acquitted of every af; [perfion which 
the malice of his enemies has wantonly 
thrown upon his character. bed dh 

Joannais ſituate between the N. W. fide 


| of the ifland of Madagaſcar, and the coaſt 
of Africa in forty five degrees of E. L. and 
twelve of S. L. It is a moſt commodious 


watering place for Eaſt Indiamen, the 
harbour being perfectly ſecure even in the 
* ſtormy weather, and the country 
| abounding 


6 
abounding with proviſions. Pine apples, 
water melons, oranges, mangoes, and all 


the fruits of the torrid zone are here in the 
higheſt perfection, and are ſo extremely 


cheap that the natives, who ſeem to have 


very little idea of the value of money, will 
readily give as much as would load a 


wheelbarrow in exchange for a blanket or 


an old ſhirt, They profeſs the Mahome- 


tan religion, and have a plurality of wives. 


Their king is a moſt abſolute monarch, 


but governs his ſubjects with lenity and 
moderation, No crime is here puniſhed 


with ſo much ſeverity as theft, and yet I 


believe the children from their earlieſt in- 
fancy are taught to ſteal; a convincing 


proof that the ſevereſt laws are not the 
beſt calculated for the ſuppreſſion of vice. 
The firſt offence is puniſhed with the loſs 


of the left hand; for the ſecond the right 


is forfeited, and the third, however great 


the rank of the offender, is inevitable death. 


I ſaw ſeveral of theſe wretches who had 


ſuffered a ſingle amputation, and one who 


9 had 
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had loft both his hands, and yet was reck- 


oned the moſt dexterous N * 
the iſland. 


The crew of the ſhip- tete India- 


man are diſperſed upon the beach, ſome 


in temporary ſheds covered with remnants 
of the ſails, and ſome in huts built after 


the Indian faſhion, and thatched with the 


boughs of trees. The captain refides in a 


houſe which was preſented to him by his 


majeſty, and is really much more habit- 


able than could be expected from the rude. 


hands of ſuch untutored workmen, The 
major part of the crew are to return to 


Europe in the homeward bound Indiaman; 


the principal officers, and about twenty 


of the men are to reviſit India with us, and 


poor Roche is to wait for ſome future op- 


portunity of tranſ W himſelf to Bom- 
bay. 


| had long foreſeen. foo the various 
broils which.diſturbed the peace of our 
little government, that ſome very ſerious 


. cofiſequences muſt enſue, and my obſer. 


vation 
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vation has been in ſome degree juſtified 


by a moſt curious and [ believe unexam- 
pled duel (if a duel it may be called) which 


took place yeſterday between the young 


Hibernian of. whom I made honourable 


mention in a former letter, and the ſecond 
officer of our ſhip, in conſequence of a 


box which in the heat of argument the 
latter had rather haſtily applied to the 
ear of the cadet. Seven in the evening 


was the hour appointed for this tremend- 


ous combat, and we were all impatient 


for the event, as the enraged Iiiſhman had 


. ſworn that he would ſatiate his fury with 
the blood of his antagoniſt, and rejoiced 


at the proſpect of once more ſacrificing a 
human victim to his injured honour, 
Both parties were punctual to the appoint- 
ment and. their ſeconds had taken care 


they ſhould be furniſhed with piſtols of no 


deſpicable length, and in caſe thoſe failed 
of the neceſſary execution, the matter was 
to be finally decided by the ſword, Every 
thing being now ſettled, the combatants 
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were placed back to back, and were or- 
dered to march five paces forward and 


then to turn round and fire. The ſailor, 


who ſeemed determined 'to pay the moſt 
implicit obedience to his ſecond, ſtalked 


with a ſlow and ſolemn ftep the appointed 
number of paces, and turning round dif- 
charged his piſtol, when to his infinite 
aſtoniſhment he beheld the cadet far 


enough out of the reach of piſtol-ſhot, 
and exerting all his agility to gain a 
mangoe grove about three hundred yards 
diſtant from the field of battle. Vou may 
gueſs what a fund of entertainment this 

little accident has afforded us, and how 
many unpleaſant jeſts the Hibernian hero 

muſt in future undergo, who will ſtand in 
need of all his native impudence to ſup- 
port ſuch complicated diſgrace. 
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„ 


( 29 ) 


LETTER, V. 


W Augu „ 1774. 


HE children of Iſrael, when releaſ- 
ed from their Babyloniſk captivity, 


could not have welcomed the happy hour 


of their deliverance with more exquiſite 
Joy, than what I felt on the morning of 


the eighth, when we anchored in Mad- 


raſs roads and prepared ourſelves for a vi- 


fit to Fort St. George, which is the prin- 


cipal of the company's ſettlements on the 
Coromandel coaſt, fituate in 80 degrees 
of E. L. and thirteen of L, and from the 


natural beauties of its ſituation as well 


as the extreme healthineſs of the climate, 


is with juſtice ſtiled the Montpelier of the 
Eaſt. Our Captain, to whom I had lately 
rendered ſome trifling ſervices by ſupply- 
ing the place of ſecretary, now made very 


ample amends for that attention which I 
1 bad 
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had paid to his affairs by the obliging of- 
fer of his houſe and table, while we ſhould 
remain on ſhore ; a moſt fortunate circum- 
ſtance for me, who muſt otherwiſe have 
taken up my lodgings in a dirty punch- 
houſe. | 

On the ninth I accompanied the captain 
on ſhore, and the following morning [1 
paid my compliments to the governor, 


vho received me with great affability and 
polireneſs, and without any of that pom-- 
pous ceremony, which J ſuppoſed inſe- 
| parable from oriental greatneſs, From 
the little I have hitherto ſeen,.I feel myſelf 
/ highly prepoſſeſſed in favour of Madraſs. 
The elegance of the buildings, the beauti- 


ful rows of trees which form an agreeable 


ſhade on each fide of the ftreets, and the 


univerſal appearance of wealth and mag- 
nificence muſt ſtrike forcibly on the eyes 


of a ſtranger, and indeed have not-in the 
leaſt diſappointed thoſe pleaſing ideas 


which I had formed of Aſiatic grandeur, 
1 houſes of the Evglith gentlemen are 


lofty 
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 tofty and well proportioned, and from their 


conſtruction are ſo extremely cool, that 
J can ſcarcely. believe myſelf in the torrid 
zbne.. Every perſon · who can afford it has 
a country retreat at the diſtance of a few 


miles, which is called a garden- houſe and 


is fitted up with peculiar elegance. The 


form of government here ſomewhat reſem- 


bles an Engliſh corporation, all matters 


of law being referred to a court of mayor 
and aldermen, where juſtice is adminiſtred 
in a very ſummary way without any of 


that infamous chicanery and thoſe op- 


preſſive delays which diſgrace our courts 


in England. In religious matters here is 


a univerſal toleration. The Jew, the Chriſ— 


tian, the diſciple of Brahma, and the wor- 


| ſhipper of Mahomet purſue each his fa- 
vourite ſyſtem, and no man ſeems inclined = 


to diſpute with his neighbour which is the 
eaſieſt road to. heaven.. | 


At a ſhort diſtance from the fort at a 
village called Triplicane reſides the Na- 
bob of Arcot, who is acknowleged an 
: ally 
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ally of the Britiſh empire, and is by the 
treaty of Paris an independent prince, He 


keeps a very ſplendid court, where the 


Engliſn meet with every mark of atten- 


tion, and are often preferred to very lu- 
crative poſts about his perſon. He has 
twelve battalions of foot, and ſeveral re- 


giments of dragoons commanded by Eng- 
liſh officers, and tolerably well verſed in 


the European art of war, This prince has 
lately acquired a confiderable addition to 


his territorial poſſeſſions by the capture 


of Tanjour (which with all its depen- 
dencies) ſurrendered to the united forces 


of the Nabob and company after an 


obſtinate ſiege of {ſeveral months. 
The depoſed king is now a priſoner in 
that capital, which was once his own, 


and 1 ſuppoſe will foon fall a facrifice to 


that cruel policy of the Faſt, which too 


often deprives an unfortunate monarch of 


his crown and life together. The prize 


money on this occaſion diſtributed to the 


army 


. 


el 
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army amounted to an immenſe ſum, the 


ſhare of the commander in chief alone 


being calculated at one hundred thoufand 


pounds. The kingdom, of which Tan- 
jour is the capital, lies about two hun- 


dred miles te: the ſouth-weſt of Madraſs, 
being ſeparated from the iſland of Ceylon 


by a narrow channel, and was hitherto go- 
verned by a prince who was tributary to- 


to the Great Mogul. The river Colle- 
roon, which runs near the walls of Tan- 
jour, at ſtated periods overflows, and fer- 


tilizes the land, as the Nile does that of 
Egypt. The waters are extremely rapid, 


and like thoſe of the Ganges are held ſa- 
cred by the natives. The capital of the 
Nabob's dominions is Arcot; a large and 


well fortified town near one hundred miles 


to the weſtward of Madraſs.; but he has. 


for ſome years paſt refided entirely at 
Triplicane, where under the immediate 
protection of the Engliſh his perſon is ſe- 


cure from either foreign or domeſtic ene-. | 
my, 
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my, and where he is at hand to influence 


the governor and council, as his- own 
intereſt ſhall. require, by the power of all- 
prevailing gold. He has three ſons, the 
ſecond of whom is his favorite, and is 
Captain General of his army. 
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CETTER N. | 


Madraſ, Agi, 1174 


I Yeſterday dined 'at the Governor's 

public table, and ſpent a moſt agree- 
able evening at his garden-houſe. The 
dinner was elegant, the attendants nume- 
rous, and indeed every thing bore the 
appearance rather of regal ſplendor, than 


of the domeſtic eſtabliſhment of a gover- 


nor, who is not even the repreſentative of 


2 crowned head. We retired ſoon after 


dinner according to the cuſtom of the 
country to take our afternoon's,pap, which 
the heat of the climate rendery abſolutely 
neceflary for the refreſhment of our bodies, 
which muſt neceſſarily be weakened by a 
continual perſpiration. In the evening | 


ordered my palanquin, that I might in- 


dulge myſelf with a view of the country 
previous to the hour of meeting at the 
governor's, 
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governor's, A palanquin is a couch co- 


vered with an arched canopy, and ſup- 


ported on the ſhoulders of men, a moſt 


luxurious mode of conveyance, I affure 


you, and well adapted to a country, where 


even the motion of a carriage is deemed 
too violent an exerciſe for the effeminate 
inhabitants. I found the appearance of 
the country extremely beautiful, the 
roads ſhaded by trees whoſe branches 


entirely exclude the rays of the ſun, 


and numberleſs little boxes interſperſed 
amidſt fields, and rice grounds, forming 


altogether the moſt elegant landikip that 


can be conceived. 

: On my arrival at the governor's, where 
I found the company already aflembled, 
I was moſt agreeably ſurpriſed at the 
ſight of ſeveral card-tables which were 


filled with Engliſh ladies, who though 


the ſun had rather tarniſhed their com- 
ptexions ſtill retained charms ſufficient 
even to have capivated an eaſtern mon- 
arch. They were dreſſed in light muſlins, 

„„ 
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ſtiffnefs, which too often contributes to 


diminiſh the charms of the Britiſh fair. 


Our entertainment was ſuperb, the wines 
were excellent, and à univerſal ſpirit of 


good humour and conviviality prevailed. 
Indeed I felt myſelf ſo perfectly at eaſe, 


and partook ſo heartily of the general 
mirth, that I believe I did not once in the 
whole evening devote a ſingle thought to 
my poor forſaken Charlotte. Do not how- 
ever think me already inconſtant, or ſup- 
poſe that I have ſo ſoon baniſhed the re- 
membrance of that dear girl from my 


breaſt. Her image is at this moment pre- 


ſent to my eyes, and I think of the deli- 


cious moments which I have ſpent with 
her as of a fairy tale, or a dream never : 
to be accompliſhed. P3306 
1 this morning roſe before the ſun, and 5 


paĩd a viſit to the Black town which ſtands 


about a mile to the northward of the fort, . 


and is inhabited by merchants from all 
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ie produce of the country, and benign 
totally to have laid aſide that unbecoming 
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the quarters of the globe. Its appearanee 


when contraſted with that of fort St. 


George 1s mean and ſhabby, but fill there 


are ſome tolerable ſtreets, ſeveral churches 
| handſomely decorated with the . offerings 


of the ſuperſtitious, . and ſome Pagodas or 
Indian temples. The habitations of the 


-natives are low and ill-contrived, conſiſt- 


ing generally of two or three diſmal apart- 


ments ſurrounding a ſmall court, their 
jealouſy forbidding the uſe of windows, 
leaſt the perſons of their women ſhould 


be polluted by the unhallowed 8 of 
ſtrangers. 


It is well known that 1 in all countries 


prieſtcraft flouriſhes in proportion to the 
ignorance of the people, and no country 


affords a more ample field for it than In- 
dia. Immenſe ſums have been laviſhed 


by the Gentoos in building Pagodas and 


in offerings to their gods. Even their 


moſt beautiful women are conſecrated to 


the church, and their virgin charms are 


Tifled by .the Wn, They are called 


dancing 


lo! 


th 


Cw 7 


dancing girls, and they affiſt at all religh- 
ous ceremonies; proceſſions, and at wed- 


dings. They are both by religion and 
profeſſion proſtitutes, being reſtricted from 


marrying, and obliged by vow- to ſubmit 
to the embraces of every. man. of their 


own caſt or ſect, who ſhall. requeſt the 


favour. They are much admired by the 


European gentlemen, whom they-are very 
ready to oblige, asthey find them ſo much 
more generous than their own country - 


wen. 


The Mahometans, or as they are here 


called, the Moormen, are a very different 
race of people from the Gentoos. They 
are not originally natives of the country, 
but having formerly overrun it by force 
of. arms, they ſtill keep poſſeſſion of what 
they won by their valour, nor will the 


puſillanumous Gentoos ever recover the 


loſt inheritance of. their. forefathers, till 
they have ſhaken off thoſe ſhackles which 


ſuperſtition. and prieſtcraft have impoſed. 


upon them. The Moormen are all fol- 
: LS: diers 
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diers of fortune, and their ſword is their 
religion. They boaſt that they derive 


their deſcent from the mighty Tamerlane, 


and to ſuch a pitch do they carry their 
veneration for their noble anceſtor, that 


they would puniſh the ſſighteſt word of 


diſteſpect againſt bis name with the im- 
mediate death of the offender. 
On the twentieth we ſhall re-embark, 


and proceed on our voyage to Bengal, 


where if I find the ſame hoſpitable man- 
ners and as much agreeable ſociety. as E 
have experienced at Madraſs, I ſhall think 
the dangers of the voyage amply com> 


penfated, and ſhall heartily congratulate 
myſelf on my arrival in a country, where 


amidſt the dazzling temptations of wealth: 
the purſuit of riches is not fuffered to in. 


terfere with the pleaſures of ſocial 1 inter- 
eourſe. 
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EIER VIh-- 
| | | Calcutta, Ce. 1774. 
N the tenth of laſt month we arrived 
in the river Hughley, and came to 
an anchor at Culpee, where a Budgeroe, 
or Indian boat ſomewhat reſembling a 
ſtate barge upon the Thames, attended 
from my friend Hancock to convey me 


to Calcutta. The navigation of the 
_ Hughley is extremely dangerous from the 
continual' ſKifting of the ſands, and from 
the numerous ſhoals againſt which the 


ſhips are guarded by buoys placed at cer- 


tain diſtances, and are directed by ſmall 
pilot ſloops, which at the company's ex- 


pence conſtantly attend the Indiamen. Ou 


the banks of the river ſtands Fort Wil- 
Ham, which is confiderably larger than 


Madraſs, and is garriſoned by an European 


regiment and by ſeveral companies of 


1 | * 


= 


Seapoys or native ſoldiers. About a mile 
farther is the town of Calcutta, which is 


near three leagues in circumference, and 
is ſo irregularly built, that it looks as if 
the houſes had been placed wherever 
chance ditected, here the lofty manſion 
of an Engliſh chief, and there the thatch- 
ed hovel of an Indian cooly. The Be- 
ZAAIS, Or markets, which ſtand in the 


middle of the town, are ſtreets of miſer- 
able huts, and every Indian who occupies 


one of theſe is called a merchant. There 


3s a noble playhouſe, but no church, the 


want of which is ſupplied by a ſpacious. 


apartment in the old fort, adjoining to- 
the room fo well known by the name of 


the black hole, and rendered famous by 
by the deaths of our unfortunate country- 
men, when the Nabob Surajah Dowlah 


took Calcutta by ſtorm. An Engliſh 
lady, who ſaw her huſband periſh at her 


feet, ſurvived that miſerable cataſtrophe, 
and the tyrant was fo captivated with her 


= beauty, that he promoted her to the ho- 
nout 


. 2 * — 4 Ps N 


5 © ax ) 


nour of his bed, and ſhe remained * vent 


years in his ſeraglio, when ſhe was releaſed 


at the requeſt of governor Vanſittart, and 
is now alive at Calcutta. 


You know I went out particularly re- 


commended to Mr. Hancock, whom I 
formerly knew in England, and whoſe la- 


dy is my near relation. I want words to. 


expreſs my gratitude for the favours with 
which this gentleman has loaded me. He 


has given me an apartment in his houſe, 


has furniſhed: me with a ſuperfluity of alk 


the articles of dreſs, &c. and even granted 
me an unlimited order for money on his. 


Sarcar or caſh-bearer. You will perhaps 
laugh at the idea of caſh-bearer, but I 


| aſſure you in this country no gentleman. 
takes the trouble of keeping his own mo- 
ney. It is entruſted to the Sarcar, whoſe 


friends are reſponſible for his honeſty, and 


to him all tradeſmens bills, and demands 


for the current expences of the houſe are 
preſented the firſt of every month. This 


man 18 under the controul of the Banyan 
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or head ſteward, who hires and diſcharges 
all inferior domeſtics at his pleaſure, and 
is the agent in all commercial concerns.. I 
have been preſented to the governor ge- 
neral by Mr. Hancock, who has been for 
many years on terms of the moſt intimate 
friendſhip with him, and to whoſe recom- 
mendation he never fails of paying imme-. 
diate attention. The manners of Mr. 
Haſtings are extremely engaging, and his 
deportment totally void of that oſtentati- 
ous pride, which too often throws a ſhade 
over the virtues. of thoſe men, in whom 
ſuch ſupreme authority is veſted.” He 
poſſeſſes a great fund of claſſical learning, 
and i 18 perfect maſter of the Oriental lan- 

ages, But the moſt amiable part of his 
character is. his attention to the diſtreſſes 
of che indigent. To him the widow and 
the fatherleſs never apply i in vain for re- 
lief, nor has he ever been known to with- 
hold the pitying hand of charity from 
thoſe objects, whoſe poverty has been the 
effect of misfortune and not of vice. I 


have 


1 
have received the moſt flattering aſſuran- 
ces from him that ſome proviſion ſhall be 


made for me in the military line, and 1 


underſtand from my friend, that it is the 
intention of the governor to procure me 


a lucrative appointment in the ſervice of 
the Nabob of Oude. At preſent I ſhall con- 
tine to refide with Mr, Hancock, whoſe 


general knowledge of mankind renders- 
him a moſt agreeable companion, and who- 


though upwards of fifty years of age ſtilk 
retains all the fire and pleaſantry of youth. 


The principal diverſions of Calcutta 


are balls, card parties, and what are cal-- 


led the Europe ſhops, which are literally 
magazines of every European article ei- 


ther of luxury or convenience. Theſe 


early in the morning are the public ren- 
dezvous of the idle and the gay, who here 
propagate the ſcandal of the day, and pur- 
chaſe at an immoderate price the toys of 


Mr. Pinchbeck and the frippery of Tavi- 
ſtock-fireet. In the evening the roads for 
ſeveral. miles round the town are filled 
with 
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with chariots, whiſkeys, and phaetons, 


each horſe being attended” by a naked 
black, who trots cloſe to the carriage co- 


vered with ſweat and duſt, The palan- 


quins are like the ſedan chairs in England, 


but carried on the ſhoulders of men, who 


ſing a moſt unmelodious ſong as they run 
along with their burthen. 

Moſt of the gentlemen, who have re- 
fided any length of time in India, are 
much addicted to the Hboka,. a moſt eu- 


rious machine for ſmoaking tobacco 
through water, the ſmoke being con- 


veyed by a tube of amazing length which 


is called a ſnake, and is waſhed with roſe- 


water. Even the writers, whoſe ſalary 
and perquiſites ſcarce amount to two hun- 


dred pounds a year, contrive to be attend- 


ed wherever they go by their Hooka- bur. 
daar, or ſervant whoſe duty it is to re- 
pleniſh the Hooka with the neceſſary 


ingredients, and to keep up the fire with 


his breath. But extravagant as the En- 


| 17 are in their *Hooka, their equipage,. 


and. 


4:9 ? 


| and their tables, yet all this is abſolute par- 
fimony, when compared to the expences 


of a. ſeraglio; a luxury which only thoſe 
can enjoy, whoſe rank in the ſervice 
entitles them to a princely income, and 
whoſe Haram, like the ſtate horſes of a 
monarch, is conſidered as a neceſſary ap- 
pendage to Eaſtern grandeur. However 
you would think even this extravagance 
in ſome degree pardonable, had you once 
experienced the attractive charms of an 
Afiatic beauty. I have ſeen ladies of the 


Gentoo caſt, ſo exquiſitely formed, with 
limbs ſo divinely turned, and ſuch ex- 
preſſion in their eyes, that if you can re- 


concile yourſelf to their complex ions you 
muſt acknowledge them not inferior to the 
moſt celebrated beauties of Europe. For 
my own part, I already begin to think 
the dazzling brightneſs of a copper-colour- 
ed face infinitely preferable to the pallid 
and fickly hue, which baniſhes the roſes. 
from the cheeks of the European fair, and 
reminds me of the death- ſtruck counten- 


ance. 


TE 


ance of Lazarus riſen from the grave. 


The Engliſh ladies are immoderately fond 


of dancing, an exerciſe. ill calculated for 


the burning climate of Bengal, and in my 


opinion, however admiſſible in cooler la- 


titudes, not a little indelicate in a country, 


where the inhabitants are covered with no 


more cloaths than what decency abſo- 


lutely requires. . Imagine +to yourſelf the 
lovely object of your affections ready to 
expire with heat, every limb trembling 


and every feature diſtorted with fatigue, 


and her partner with a muſlin handkerchief 
in each hand employed in the delightful 
office of wiping down her face, while the 
big drops ſtand impearled upon her fore- 


head; and then aſk your own heart, if an 
Indian damſel juſt riſen from the limpid 
bath, in all the native charms of cleanh- 


neſs and. artleſs beauty, is not much more 


likely to inſpire you with ſentiments of 


deſire and love. 
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W HEN 1 laſt wrote to my dear friend, 
I had flattered myſelf with the 


| hopes of being ſpeedily fixed in a ſityati- 


on, which would have been attended with: 


confiderable-pleafure as well as profit, as 


1 had promiſed myſelf an inexauſtible fund 


of entertainment from viſiting the in- 
terior parts of India, Theſe. hopes were 


at firſt delayed by a violent inflammati 
on of the liver, which for three weeks con · 


fined me to my bed, and are now totally 
cut off by the arrival of the newly appoint. 


ed members of the ſupreme council, who 


uniformly oppoſe every meaſure that Mr. 


Haſtings recommends, and thus effectual- 


iy deprive his dependants of that previſi- 


on, which they loo k ed up to from his good 
neſs and liberality. I am now ſo weak 
end 19 5:04) 5 er 313059 2K 
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60 
that I can ſcarcely hold my pen, and 1 
aſſure you that the Knight of La Mancha 
could not boaſt a more woeful counten- 
ance, than what my looking glaſs now ex- 


I have committed contrary to the adyice 
of Mr. Hancock, who moſt kindly repre- 
= ſented to me the fatal conſequences of 
"ha | filling too many bumpers to the health of 
4 my abſent friends, However I am now 


ter œconomiſt of my conſtitution. I think 
the old proverb, which ſays that misfor- 
tunes ſeldom come fingly, is now verified 
in me. I have received a letter from my 
1 father, reprobating in ſevere terms my 
16 attachment to Miſs Rivers, and painting 
1 in the ſtrongeſt colours the folly of ſuch 
romantic engagements, I confeſs his 
4 opinion in ſome degree to be juſt, but 1 
WW wiſh that his letter had been couched in 
Mi more gentle terms, The ſame ſhip brought 
e 7 os 


hibits to my view. I attribute my difor- 
der to certain acts of intemperance which 


44 taught a leſſon by which I hope to profit in 
1g future, and ſhall henceforward be a bet - 


** 


466 


me alſo a packet from my Charlotte, by 
which I underſtand that I had ſcarcely 
failed from England before her old admi- 
rer at the grove renewed his addreſſes to her, 


and that her father ſeemed very much in- 
elined to countenance them, Mr. Rivers 
had not yet in plain terms declared his 


_ fentiments, but hadjuſt hinted to her the 


uncertainty of my return from India; 
talked of the natural inconſtancy of young 
men; and dwelt much on the happiness 
of that woman, who ſhould be ſo fortunate 


as to engage the affections of Mr. Greville. 
Her letter is filled with alternate expreſ- 


fions of hope and fear, her concern at not 
hearing from me from every place where 
The imagines we touched during the voy- 
age, and ends as it began with eternal 
vows of love and conſtancy. 41 113 

Such is the preſent ſituation of my 


h My family is diſpleaſed with me, I 


have already loſt my hopes of promotion ia 
Bengal, and am likely to loſe my miſtreſz 
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at home. + Mr. Hancock advifes me to 


return to Madraſs, where the recommend- 


ations of Mr. Haſtings to the governor of 


Fort St. George cannot fail of procuring 


me a commiſſion, and where I may gather 
perhaps a greater quantity of military 
laurels than of ſterling gold. As ſoon as 
my health is perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, 1 
believe I ſhall take his advice, for 1 ſee 
very little proſpect of ſucceeding here, as 
the numerous deperdants, which have ar- 
rived in the train of the judges, and of the 


new commander in chief of the forces, 
Will of coutſe be appointed to all the poſts 


of any emolument, and I muſt do thoſe 
gentlemen the juſtice to obſerve that both 
in number and rapacity they exactly re- 


ſemble an army of locuſts ſent to deyour 
hs fruits of the earth. 1. 

The inhabitants of Calcutta Ken to be 
not a little diſpleaſed at the new form of 


government, which the judges, or as they 
wall themſelves the ſupreme court of ju- 


. dicature 


— 


140 
dicature' in Bengal, have already began 
to introduce. The mayor's court is abo. 


liſhed, and the ſame legal proceſs which 


is uſed at Weſtminſter now prevails. The 
attornies, who have followed the judges 
in ſearch of prey, as the carrion' crows do 
an Indian army on its march, are extreme 

ly ſucceſsful in ſupporting the ſpirit cf 
litigation. among the natives, who like 
children delighted with a new play-thing, 
are highly pleaſed with the opportunity of 
harraſſing one another by vexatious ſuits ;; 


and thoſe peſts of ſociety called bailiffs, a 


Jet of miſcreants hitherto little known in 
India, are now to be ſeen in every ſtreet 
watching for the unhappy victims de- 
voted to legal perſecution, Even the me- 
nial ſervants are now tutored to breathe 
that inſolent ſpirit of Engliſh licentiouſ- 
neſs, which teaches the ſlave to inſult his 
maſter, and then bring his action of da- 
mages at Weſtminſter, if deſervedly chaſ- 
tiſed for his impudence. Arbitrary fines 
are daily impoſed on gentlemen who pre- 

5 ſume 


( 
ſume to correct their ſlaves; and the houſe 
of the chief juſtice of Bengal reſembles the 
office of a trading magiſtrate in Weſtmin- 
ſter, who decides the ſquabbles of oyſter- 
women, and picks up a livelihood by the 
ale of ſhilling warrants, | | 
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Abd: April, 775. * 


1 HE ſame untoward deſtiny, which 
has hitherto blaſted all my proſ- 


peas, has ſtill purſued me, and I have 


within the ſhort ſpace of a few revolving 


months experienced all the variegated mi- | 
ſery of ſicknefs, ſhipwreck, captivity and 
hunger. Finding my views in Bengal ſo 


cruelly diſappointed, and hoping that 
the recommendations of the governor-ge- 
neral would procure me a permanent eſta- 


bliſhment at Madraſs, on Chriſtmas day 
1 bid adieu to my generous benefactor, 


and embarked on board a country. veſſel, 


ſo called in contradiſtinction to the ſhips 


of Europe, and navigated by Laſcars, or 
Indian ſailors. We fell down the river 


without any accident, and the ſeaſon of 
the year being not unfavourable, our 


commander, Who had been many years in 


the 
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the ſervice and was perfectly acquain- 


ted with the navigation of the Indian 
feas, flattered us with the agreeable proſ- 


pet of 4 ſpeedy voyage to Madraſs. 


ſides over the events of this world, had 


However, that ruling deſtiny, which pre- 


ordained it otherwiſe, and I was doomed 


to meet with every aggravated diſtreſs, 
which a tempeſtuous ſea and an inhoſpi- 
rable ſhore could heap upon me, 


On the thirtieth of december our pilot 
left us, and we congratulated ourſelves. 


on our eſcape from the fhoals and quick- 


ſands ſo dangerous to inexperienced navi- 


ing the wind freſhened ſo much, and the ky 
bore ſo threatening an appearance, that the 


gators in the mouth of the Ganges. On 
the firſt of January about ſeven i in the even- 


captain thought it neceffary to take in. 


part « of his ſails and prepare for the ap- 
proaching gale. 


Before five the next 


morning it blew a perfect hurricane, and 


in a few hours more the Laſcars, who are 
active Enough! in fine weather but are moſt | 
eegregious 


+ 


+1 $9) 


. egregious * in the moment of dan- 
ger, were fo: overpowered with fatigue 


and tertor that they forſook the deck, nor 
could all the endeavours of the captain, 


uv ho remonſtrated, begged, and even threat - 
enced them with immediate death, bring 
them back totheir duty. In this ſituation, 
while the waves broke incefſantly over 
the deck and ſwept away every thing be- 


fore them, we remained at the mercy of 
the elements. till about two in the morn- 
ing of the third, when the veſſel truck 


with ſuch vialence upon the ground that: 


the maſts went overboard, the lower parts 
of the ſhip were filled with water, and we 
ſet almoſt pe Gam in thecabbin in momen- 
tary expectation of being launched into 
eternity. Under theſe ſhocking circym- 
ſtances, nearly ſuffocated with the water 
which poured in upon us, and trembling 
leaſt the ſhip ſhould part from the violence 
withwhich ſhe thumped, we remained til 
the dawn of day, when with difficulty w 

crawled upon the deck, and SY 


land 
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tand at the diſtance of about fix leagues 
furrounded by breakers, and ſeeming to 
tantalize us with a view of that ſafety 


which we imagined. beyond our reach, 
However the captain, whoſe reſolution 


throughout this trying fcene had never for- 
ſaken him, now recommended tous to ex- 
ert all our ſtrength in preparing a raft, 
which might convey thoſe on ſhore whom 


the only remaining boat could not con- 


tain, and he entreated us not to neglect 


this opportunity which Providence had 


offered for our relief, while the ſhip ſhould 


hang together. Animated by his exam- 
ple we laboured with all the diligence of 
men ſtruggling for their lives, and ſoon 
completed a raft of ſuch booms and maſts 
as the ſea had ſpared us, and launched it 


upon the waves, On this aukward ma-. 
chine, ſo haſtily put together, and faſtened 


only with ropes we embarked twenty-ſix 
in number, and committed ourſelves to 
the ocean. In leſs than ten minutes we 
fav the MOEN which the Laſcars had load- 


ed 


(- 8s. 7: 


ed to the water's edge, overwhelmed by 
a mountainous wave, and almoſt at the 
ſame inſtant the ſhip went to pieces, and 


the wretched part of the crew who, ſtu pi- 


fied with deſpair had awaited their fate 
upon the deck, were buried in one watery 
grave, It was not a ſeaſon for us to lament 
the fate of others. We each moment ex- 
pected to ſhare the ſame deſtiny, having 
neither fail nor paddle to direct our raft, 
when a huge ſurf overſet the unwieldy 
machine, = twelve of our companions _ 
ſunk to riſe no more. The reſt with in- 
finite difficulty regained the raft, which 
being now conſiderably lightened, the wind 
blew us gradually towards the ſhore, where 
about half an hour before ſun-ſet we land- 
ed almoſt fainting. with fatigue and hun- 
ger, and our limbs ſo benumbed with 
cold, that we were utterly unable to ſeck 
for a place of ſhelter either from the in- 
clemency of the weather, or from the 


fury of thoſe beaſts, which we apprehend- 


ed 


| 7 80 ) 

A would prove leſs merciful to b cha 
the ocean which we had juſt eſcaped from. 

Our feats however proved groundleſs, 


and we recrulted our waſted ſpirits by a 


profound ſleep uninterrupted by the viſi- 
tors which we ſo much dreaded, and whoſe. 
preſence afterwards became more familiar 
to us. Our firſt object in the morning 
Was to diſcover a ſpring of freſh water, 

that we might allay our thirſt, through 


which we had ſuffered confiderably during 


the laſt four and twenty hours. This we 


were fortunate-enough to accompliſh, and 


ve . then commenced our journey along 
the ſea- ſhore, and after travelling abour 
two leagues arrived on the banks of a 


liver, the water of which we found brack- 


iſh and unpalatable. Rere we obſerved 
the footſteps of men, and from the: ſmoke 
which we perceived iſſuing from amidſt 
the trees in a. neighbouring grove, we 
juſtly concluded that we ſhould find an 
Indian village. As our circumſtances ad- 
mitted of no hehitation, we marched bold- 


ly 


0 6 
17 on, and aber purſuing the tract for 


about a mile we arrived at a ſpot covered 
with a few; paltry huts, the inhabitants of 


which fled precipitately at our approach, 


notwithſtanding our tokens of ſubmiſſion, 
and the wretched appearance of our de- 
fenceleſs company, which was more cal- 
. eulated to inſpire pity than terror. How- 
ever as our appetites became rather preſ- 
. fing, we took poſſeſſion of their huts with- . 
- Out ceremony: where we found abundance 
of rice and ſeveral earthen veſſels filled 


with the liquor of the cocoa- nut, Which 
proved a moſt comfortable meal to pgor 


orxeatures, who had actually kept a moſt 
rigid faſt for at leaſt three days. We had 
- ſcarcely; finiſhed our breakfaſt, and were 


* 


K 


forming our future plan of operations, 
when we were alarmed by the ſound. of 


- horns, trumpets, .. and ſeveral other un- 
couth inſtruments which the Indians make 


uſe of when they go to battle, and peep- 


g gut of our hiding places we found 


79 aurſelves 8 by at leaſt ; five hyn- 


15 6 : dred 


Pa. 


dred men armed with matchlocks, pikes, 
ſabres, and bows of an amazing length. 
We immediately implored their mercy 


4 62) 


and protection by the moſt ſubmiſſive geſ- 


tures, and fortunately a Laſcar ſpeaking 


the language of the country explained to 


them the circumſtances of our ſhipwreck, 
and aſſured them they ſhould be moſt li- 
berally rewarded, if they would conduct 
us to the neareſt Engliſh ſettlement, An 
| elderly Indian, who from the reſpect which 
the reſt paid him appeared to be their 
chief, aſſured us of his protection, and 

ordered us to be conducted to a hovel on 
the outſkirts of the village, where we were 
deſired by our guards to repoſe ourſelves, 


and were permitted the honour of ſitting 


down among their oxen, which in India 


are uſed as beaſts of burthen, and enjoy 


at leaft as comfortable habitations as their 

; maſters. They did not however omit the 

previous ceremony of ſtripping us of every 

thing valuable we had about us. Our 
f watches, buckles, and what little money 


We 
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we had in our pockets. were "DR taken. 
from us with as much avidity and as lit” 
tle ceremony as if we had been caſt away 
on the weſtern coaſt of England, and fal- 
len into the hands of the humane inhabic- 
ants of Cornwall. 


We found that the fatal. ſpot, his 
our ſhip and the major part of her unhap- 
py crew had periſhed, was called Carrica 
Bay, fituate midway between Point Pal- 
 myraand Falſe Point, places well. known. 


to the Indian navagators, and like Charyb- 


dis of old rendered famous by the deſtruc- 
tion of unfortunate mariners. We were 
now reduced to the miſerable fituation of 
; fubfiſting on the charity of ſavages, naked, 
helpleſs, and implering the pity of the 
inhabitants of that once happy country, 
Whoſe provinces have been deſolated, and 
whoſe. ſons have ſo-oft been ſacrificed on 
the altars of European avarice. However 
our captivity was not of long continuance, 


a-Laſcar having found the means-to eſcape 


to Balaſore,, where he communicated the 
1 „ particulars, 
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particulars of our diſtreſs to the Engliſh 
reſident, and convinced him of the neceſ- 
ſity of taking ſome fpeedy meaſures for 
our relief. Mr. Marriot, whoſe humanity 
and benovolence I ſhall ever acknowledge 
in the higheſt terms of gratitude, made 
immediate application to the - Rajah. of 
Catack, then in alliance with the company, 
to whoſe authority our maſters were in 
ſome degree ſubje&, and procured an 
order for our releaſe, and for a guard: 
to attend us to Balaſore. I believe lit. 
tle attention would have been paid to 
this order, had not Mr. Marriot pru- 
dently hinted: to the Rajah the conſe 
quencs of the governor-general's diſplea- 
ſure, ſhould the ſervants of the company 
be detained or ill-treated in thoſe diſtricts 

over which he prefided, This had its 
proper effect upon the Rajab, who took 
ſuch effectual ſteps to reſtore us to our li- 
berty, that on the twenty ſixth of Febru. 
ary we were permitted to proceed on our 
journey, and were eſcorted by a body of 
Bit: 2 men 


_ 


| 06) 
men ſufficient to protect us from inſults 
upon the road, Our little company was 
now reduced to four Europeans, and fix 
Laſcars, the ſecond mate of. the ſhip hav- 


ing fallen a martyr to fatigue and ſick- 
neſs; Mr. Edwards,. a writer on the Ma- 


draſs eſtabliſhment, a moſt amiable young 


man, and. who. deſerved a better fate, 
having expired in the greateſt agonies 


from the bite of a ſnake; and a Portu- 
gueze ſurgeon having ſuddenly diſappear- 


ed, whether after the example of the Laſ- 


car he eſcaped to ſome neighbouring ſet- 
tlement, or was devoured by tygers in the 


woods, we never. learnt. We proceeded : 


by eaſy marches through a country beau- 
tiful by nature, but utterly . deflitute of 
cultivation, and for the firſt three days 
met with no accident that could interrupt 
our tranquillity, or diminiſh the joy we 


felt at our approaching deliverance. On. 


the morning of the fourth as we travelled 
along the ſide of a large wood, the chief 
mate unfortunately loitering behind, and 
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perhaps careleſs from the ſecurity of the 
preceding days, was ſeized by a tyget 


that had lurked beneath a thicket, and 


was carried inſtantly from our view in 


ſpite of all our endeavours and the united 


efforts of our guard to fave him. It 18 
remarkable that this unhappy man had 


ever treated the Laſcars under his com- 


mand with ſuch ſeverity, that his name 


inſpired them with terror. It was believ- 
ed, that more than one had died through 


his cruelty, and during the few days which 


preceded our ſhipwreck he had omitted 
no opportunity of chaſtiſing theſe inoffen- 


| five creatures for the moſt trifling fault. 


1 fincerely pitied him in the moment of 


his untimely death, bur I think I fhall· not 


be deemed uncharitable if I expreſs a wiſh, 
that every tyrant may meet a fimilar fate. 
For where ſhall the oppreſſor of his fel- 
low-creatures find ſo proper a tomb, as in 
the maw of the moſt ferocious of the'brute 


creation Þ 5 we wh 


During 


4 a k 


0 . 
During the reſt of our journey we wet 


with no other inconvenience than what 
muſt neceſſarily ariſe from fatigue, and 


from the want of ſhoes to protect our feet 
from the looſe ſtones of which the roads 
were full, and on the fixteenth of March 


arrived ſafe at Balaſore. Here we were 


entertained with every poſſible mark of 
attention by Mr. Marriot, who furniſhed 


us with wearing apparel in great abun- 
dance, and politely inſiſted on our re- 


maining a few days with him, that we 
might at his hoſpitable table recover 
health and ſpirits to proſecute our journey 


to Calcutta. We ſpent a moſt agreeable 


week with this worthy gentleman ,to whom 
T ſhall ever hold myſelf indebted for my 


deliverance from captivity and death, 


and then embarked in a fmall ſloop for Cal- 


eutta, which we reached without any ac- 


cident, to the ſurprize and joy of our 
friends, who had ſuppoſed us buried in 


the ocean, and now received us as men 
riſen from the grave, My obligations to 
Mr, 
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Mr. Hancock on this occaſion are beyond 
the power of words to expreſs. He had 
with unfeigned ſorrow lamented my un- 
timely end, and he now welcomed my re- 

turn to life and liberty with tears of fin 
cere affection. The governor-general too, 
whoſe generous. heart ever feels for the 
diſtreſſes of the unfortunate, in the po- 
liteſt terms congratulated me on my de- 
Everance, and renewed: his offen of re- 


. commendations to Madraſs, 
In a very few days I ſhall again tempt 


the faithleſs ocean, but ſhall previouſly 
- appeaſe the god of tempeſts by frequent 
'Hbations of Mr. Hancock's claret, which 
I believe to be full as acceptable an offer- 
ing as the celebrated Falernum of the an- 


cients. 


1 mY 


announce, will obliterate the remembrance | 
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5 4 Sar friend's letter, which 1 
received a few days after my arrival 
at Madras, has given me the higheſt ſa- 
tisfaction. Indeed I know of no pleaſure 
equal to that of hearing from an abſent 
friend, and enjoying that mutual inter- 
courſe of ſentiments, of which even the 

vaſt expanſe of ocean, that divides. us, can- 
not rob us. Your interview with my fa- 
ther, whoſe goodneſs of heart has ever 
been conſpicuous, tho! ſometimes the vio- 
lence of his paſſions may-riſe ſuperior to 
his natural beneyolence, will I doubt not 
be productive of the deſired advantage to 
me. His reſentment will of courſe ſub- 
ſide, when the cauſe from which it ſprang 


has ceaſed, and the marriage of Miſs Ri- 


vers, which I ſuppoſe my next packet wilt 


of 


T3507 
ef every paſt folly. I aſſure you, I blame 
not Miſs Rivers. I accuſe her not of bro- 


ken vow3, nor do 1 invoke the offended b 
god of love to puniſh the inconſtant fair, | f. 
. « 2 


The days of romantic courtſhip have long 
been over, and Arcadian ſcenes of cottage 2 
felicity have loft their charms, I think 
ſhe has diſplayed no little judgment in pre- 
ferring a preſent eſtabliſhment to a future 
uncertain proſpect, and I moſt POR 

| wiſh her happy. 
My own ſituation begins already to af. 
ford me the moſt flattering proſpect. T 
""arrived at this agreeable place on thethir. 
tieth of laſt month after a paſſage of five 
weeks, which at this time of the year is 
| far from tedious. I reſide at preſent with. 
f Mr. Adams, who is maſter intendant at 
Fort St. George, and has, beſides the houſe 
| allowed him by the Company, a moſt ele- 
0 gant little manſion in the pariſh of St. 
| Thomas, about a league diſtant from Mad- 
raſs. To the governor of Madraſs I want- 
ad no introduction, as I had on my firſt 
arrival 


(91-7 
arrival at India the honour of being pre- 
ſented to him, and the letter which I now 


brought from Mr. Haſtings enſured me a 


favourable reception. However my ex- 
pectations from this quarter I knew to be 
inconfiderable, as an enſigney in the Com- 
pany's ſervice was the moſt I had a right 
to expect, or indeed was in the power of 
the governor to beſtow, This however 
was not to be refuſed, and a commiſſion 
has been given me with the pay of five 
ſhillings a day, an income not only inſuf- 
ficient to procure the luxuries of life, but 


even greatly inadequate to the common 
neceſſaries. From general Joſeph Smith, 
eommander in chief of the forces on this 
coaſt, T had further views, and in theſe I 
have fortunately ſueceeded. I have men- 
tioned to you in a former letter that the 
Nabob of Arcot had ſeveral regiments 
commanded by European Officers, whoſe 
| falaries were conſiderable, and whoſe emo- 

| laments from the nature of their com. 
mands, far removed from the capital, and 
| een 
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ſubject only to military N muſt be very 
great; an appointment under this prince 
appeared to me to be no deſpicable object, 
nor did I heſitate to prefer the ſervice of an 
Indian monarch to the honour, however 


great it may be deemed, of carrying arms 
in the employment of a trading com- 


. pany. General Smith approved of my 


intentions, and introduced me in ſuch 


terms to the Nabob, that I have been at 
once promoted to the command of a troop 
of horſe, and 1 am now a conſtant atten- 

dant at the Durbar, till I ſhall receive 


orders to join my corps, which is encamped 


near two hundred miles to the Southward 
: of Madraſs, on the banks of che river 


_ Colleroon, 
From the ſhort ditt wich I before paid 


| to Madrafs I had entertained the moſt fa 


- *%& 3/434 $3 


= other and fo 8 hoſpitable he 
N rangers Iam happy to ſay that a neater 
7 / view has not in the ſmalleſt * altered 

my 


5 73 ) 
my ſentiments, or induced me to feel any 
other regret for the ſettlement which 1 
have left, than what gratitude naturally 


inſpires me with for the loſs of a friend, to 


whoſe kind exertions 1 owe my prelent 
fortunate ſituation. 


| Under the friendly roof of Mr. Adams 


T enjoy all the tuxuries of life in a moſt un- 


limited degree, I have horſes and ſer- 


vants at my command, a palanquin when 
the heat renders the exerciſe of riding in- 


convenient, and I have free acceſs to the 


palace of the Nabob, who is u ncommonly 


affable in his manners, and poſſeſſes none- 


of that ferocity which we ſuppoſe inſepar- 


able from a deſ potic monarch of the Eaſt, 2 
who too frequently wades to an uſurped 


throne thro' the blood of his predeceſſor, 
and whom the pleaſures of the Haram and 
the eee gratification of ſenſual 


* to an ambitious ; miniſte} an 
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former greatneſs, than the fword of the 
Preætorian bands cruſhed ſuddenly the 
aſpiring emulation. A diſſolute ſoldiery 
thruſt imperial Galba from the thrones 


62 
Ibe nature of a deſpotic government s 
in all countries nearly the ſame. The 


4 


monarch i is above the law, and ſo long as 


he can ſupport his authority, his ſubjects 
bow ſubmiſſive to his tyrannic nod ; but 
his power depends on the fidelity of his 
guards, and he is himfelf the ſlave of that 
very army which he uſes as the inſtrument 
of oppreſſion and of arbitrary ſway. 

The army of an Eaſtern deſpot is con- 


troulled only by its own intereſt or caprice, 
and ſo were once the mighty legions of 


Rome. No ſooner was the ſenate rouſed 
by a ſpirit of liberty and by a ſenſe of its 


when Rome was the unrivalled miſtreſs 

of the world: and Nadir Shaw, a mere 
adventurer, cerned. fire and ſword into 
the heatt ot India, and obliged even 1 


great Mogul to tremble on his thrane. |. 


a Tartar family. 
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Mad: ak, Nuly, ns. 


Abemet Alley, Nabob of Arcot and 
of the Carnatic, is deſcended from, 


M 


rheans difßcult to uſurp- che thropes's 


£ fillanimqus Gentoo princes, by their natu- 
ral inactivity and by the invincible ſhackles 


of ſuperſtition rendered an eaſy prey to 
_ foreign idvaller. Their belief of 


the Pythag oredtr doctrine forbidk their 


wedding the blood of the meaneſt reptile 


that exiſts, and though they will patient - 


ly endure the approach of death from a 
full perſuaſion that they ſhall reanimate 


ſome other body, yet they will not exert 


themſelves in the defence of their lives 
a ſufficient proof, that ſelf+_ 
preſervation 


and property ; 


1 


His anceſtors were 
among thoſe bold adventurers, who diſdain- 


ed to dwell in the humble rents of their, 
native. country, and Who found it 1 
of pu- 
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„ 38.3 
preſervation i is not univerſally the firſt law 
of nature. 


The Nabob has three ſons, the eldeſt of 


whom, Omdit Ul Omrah, is of a mild 
difpoſition, totally loſt in the pleaſures of 


the ſeraglio, and is indeed little more than 
a ſtate priſoner in his own palace. The 
ſecond, Ameer Ul Omrah, who is the fa- 
vourite of his father, is inveſted with the 


. ſupreme military command, and to him 
chief the Engliſh pay their court. He 


isen rpriſing, deceitful, andunprincipled, 
and would long ago have embrued his 
hands in the blood of his family, had not 


his father, rendered wiſe by experience, 
removed his court from Arcot, and reſided 
under the immediate protection of the 


governor and counci-of Madraſs. The 


Nabob well, knew how little the ſacred 

names of parent and of brother avail to 
reſtrain an, aſpiring tyrant, and he was 
aware that the crime of the deteſted parri- 
ide is ſoon loſt in the pomp and ſplendor: 
which ſurround che ſucceſsful monarch, 


ESE | EE The 


* 4 , * * Ln 
-_ 


8 


| The youngeſt of the royal offspring i 1s cab 


ted Zapharah Mulk, andis educated among 
the women of the ſeraglio, where From 
his earlieſt infancy he is taught to im 


the ſeeds of vice, and whence at the ith 


of manhood he will emerge in a ſtate of 


the moſt deplorable i ignorance. 


The revenues of the Nabob afifc from 


the rents of the country, which is parcel- 
led out in diſtricts to his viceroys, and by 


them let in ſmaller- diviſions to petty go- 
vernors, who at their pleaſure diſtribute 
them to the farmers, allowing to each ſuch 


a proportion as he can find the means to 
eultivate. The farmers, after they have 


gathered i in their grain, pay to the collec- 
tors of the revenues a ſum equal to one 


third of the original produce of the lands 
and theſe taxes are exacted with ſuch ſeve- 


rity, and without the ſmalleſt regard to à 
bad crop or to any of the unforeſeen acci- 
dents which, diſtreſs the. buſbandman, that 
it is a matter of aſtoniſhment to me how 
the your Indian can pay his rent, and fup- 
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| port his family. You may judge Sd + © 
climax of oppreſſion this form of govern- 


ra 
ment muſt give room to. The renters ＋ 
according to their different degrees of au- -" 
thority oppreſs each other, and the Nabob ou 
1 ſeldom fails of extorting conſiderable ſums 10 
ll fromthe principal to whom an invitation 1 
| to court, is the certain Ggnal that he muſt at 
| 5 refund his ill gotten wealth, and deliver ea 
5 up to his rapacious maſter thoſe treaſures, tet 
| which by a cruel gradation of tyranny have lu 
been ſqueezed from the induſtrious la- TY 
ll bourer. | WI 
1 Ho far the Brahmins, who are now pa 
the magi of the Eaſt, may be right in va 
their chronology, willnot pretend to ſay · ge 
They trace back the hiſtory of Indoſtan en 
5 to the reign of an emperor, who flouriſhed ha 
4 two thouſand years before the birth of - 
1 Chriſt, and whoſe poſterity ſat fifteen cen- ta: 
if turies upon the throne, when the ſupine- . 
| nelſs of ſome luxurious monarch induced po 
| the diſaffected nobles to rebel, who like WI 
; the generals of Alexander the Great divi- lat 


ded 


"NW? 
ded the empire among themſelves, and 
raiſed up ſeparate kingdoms of their own, 
This afforded an opening to the wander. 
ing tribes of Tartary, and to thoſe ambiti. 
ous captains of the Perſian army, who 
inured to. the hardſhips of the field , and 
thirſting after plunder, poured like a fiercs 
torrent over the provinces of India, and 
eafily ſubdued a people weakened by in- 
teſtine broils, and enervated by eaſe and 

luxury. 
Vou will here aſk Vi the Gentoos; 
whom I have deſcribed as equally i inca- 
pable of defending themſelves as of in- 
vading the rights of others, came to for- 
get their principles and their caſt, and to 
engage in the purſuits of war, I ſhould. 
have informed you, that the fighting caſt, 
of which the Rajahpoots and the Mahrat- 
tas are the chief, are an exception to this 
rule. The former of theſe originally com- 
poſed the body- guards of their princes, 
whence they derive their name; and the 
latter are a mot formidable nation, inha- 
biting 
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biring the coaſt of Malabar, and extending 


_ acroſs the Peninſula of India almoſt to- 
the Coromandel coaſt. They bring into 


the field numerous armies mounted on 
fleet and beautiful horſes, and they mark 
their footſteps by the moſt ſhocking ſeenes 
of plunder and devaſtation. Indoſtan bas 
frequently ſuffered from their eneroach- 
ments, and even the force of European 


diſcipline has hardly reſtrained the vio- 


lence of theſe invaders, who ruſh upon 


their foe without orderor regularity,” ike 


a herd of warlike animals armed by the 
ſole hand of nature, and are as expediti- 


ous in their retreat as ys are Foros. io 


their firſt attack. 
i 3 
* 
"is 


4 Fl 
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LETTER NMI. 
Madrafs, July, 177 6. 


1 Veſterday ſaw a moſt extroardinary 
inſtance of the power which ſuperſti- 


tion has over the human mind. Return- 
ing from the Durbar, I perceived in a 


freld adjoining to the road a croud of peo- 
ple aſſembled round a man, who was ſuſ- 
pended by the heels from a kind of gat- 
tows, and was ſwinging backwards and for- 
wards over a ſlow fire. I enquired what 
crime he had committed tomerit fo curious 
a puniſhment, and was informed that he 
was a holy man, who had devoted himſelf 
to the ſervice of the Almighty, and had 
made a ſolemn vow that he would daily un- 
dergo this voluntary penance, tilt it ſhould 
pleaſe the ſupreme being to receive him 


into the manſions of the happy. I find 


theſe acts of mortification are very fre-' 


quent, and the creduloys Indians are 


taught 
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Wande by their prieſts to believe that 
the antic tricks of a wretch quivering 
under ſelf-inflifted tortures are an offering 
highly acceptable to god. 

J have at laſt been honoured with my 
leave of audience, and fhall in a few days 
bid adieu to Madraſs. 1 have already 
prepared every thing for my journey, 
have arranged my domeſtic eſtabliſhment, 


5 and I anticipate the ; joy 1 all feet when 


mounted on an Arabian charger at the 
head of my whiſkered troopers, whoſe 


courage I hope will fully correſpond with 
their ferocious logks. F: have ſeen de- 


and] aſſure you; their appearance is truly 


martiak |, The infantry I cannot ſay mueb 


in praiſe of. They. are uſually twelve 


months in arrears, and of courſe their, 


officers cannot enforce that regularity of 


diſcipline, which can only be kept up in 


the ar mies of a prince, who condeſeends 


to be eee his eee. s 24 


9 — * 4 * . 6.4 * 8 * Fay 


tachments from ſeveral of the regiments, 


* 


9 


1 33, 


The garriſon of Fort St. George conſiſti 


of ſeveral companies of Engliſh infantry. 
a reſpectable body of artillery, and a bat- 


tallion of Seapoys, who endure that fati- 


gue in the field, under which European 


conſtitutions would ſink, and who have 


in various engagements diſplayed a perſe- 
verance and reſolution that would do 


| honour to the moſt hardy veterans. Their 


pay, which conſidering the cheapneſs of 
Tice on which an Indian almoſt entirely 
ſubſiſts is more than equal to all their 
wants, is given them without any deduc- 
tion on the firſt of every month, nor do 


injurious to the Britiſh army, which en- 
rich the agent or the pay-maſter, while 


the unfortunate ſubaltern is deprived of a 
mite of that ſcanty ſubſiſtence ſoinadequate 
to the neceſſary expences of a gentleman. 


r 
. 


the officers lie under thoſe ſtoppages ſo 
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LETTER XII. 
Chillingbrum, Sept. 1775. 
Am at laſt comfortably ſettled in my 


new quarters, which I reached the 
eighteenth day after I left Fort St. 


George. My route extended along the 


ſea- coaſt, but was not diverſified by that 
variety of proſpe& ſo ornamental to the 
environs of Madraſs ; nor did I find the 
country ſo populous or ſo well cultivated 
as J expected. I ſpent two days at Pon- 


dicherry, the principal ſettlement belong- 


ing to the French in India, but contain- 
ing little worthy the attention of a tra- 
veller. The fort appears to be ſtrong, 
and the works are numerous. The gar- 
riſon conſiſts of a battalion of the king's 
troops, and about fifteen hundred ſea- 


poys. From Pondicherry I proceeded to 


Cuddalore, a fort of conſiderable extent 


but in a moſt ſhattered condition, ſituate 
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on the moſt beautiful ſpot in India, and 
_ diſtant about a mile from the ruins of 
Fort St. David's, which at the cloſe of 
the laſt war was given up to the French, 
and the fortifications levelled with the 
ground. I was here moſt politely enter- 
tained by Captain Harcourt Woodhouſe, 
formerly of the county of Hertfordſhire, 
who, after having ſpent - a conſiderable 


fortune in every ſpecies of faſhionable 


diſſipation, entered into the ſervice of the 
Company; and though in his ſeventieth 
year ſtil] retains a great ſhare of that 
activity and vigour, for which he was diſ- 
tinguiſhed in his youthful days. From 
Cuddalore I travelled by eaſy journeys 
to the plains of Chillingbrum, where our 


regiment is cantoned on the ſkirts of a 
pleaſant village, having a ſmall river in. 
the rear, and a beautiful proſpect of 
| woods, rice fields, and lofty pagodas in. 


the front. 


What is here called a regiment of 
cavalry, but which would more properly 
bear the name of legion, conſiſts of ſix 

troops 


. 


1 

troops of dragoons, to which four com- 
panies of infantry and one of artillery 
are attached, with four light field pieces, 
which have lately been drawn by horſes, 


contrary to the cuſtom of the Mahome- 


tans, who from time immemorial have 
uſed oxen and buffaloes for draught, and 
whoſe obſtinacy ſeldom permits them to 
get the better of an eſtabliſhed prejudice, 
This corps is commanded by one Euro- 
pean captain, two heutenants, and fix 
cornets, as field officers and captains, and 
under them by ſubadars and jemadars, 
who do the duty of ſubalterns, and who 
are men of high military reputation, as 
they riſe only by their merit, and are 


obliged to go through each ſubordinate 


ſtation before they attain the rank of 


officer, The infantry*+1s under the ſepa- 


rate command of two ſubalterns, and the 


artillery under a lieutenant fire worker. 
Each regiment is attended by its own 


Bezaar or travelling market, which con- 


ſiſts of a long ſtreet of ſhops, that pay 
a mall tax to the commanding officer. 
5 11 * he 
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The police of the Bezaar is regulated by 
a Cutwall or magiſtrate of the market, 
who ſettles the price of proviſions and 


the exchange of money, and inflicts arbi- 
trary puniſhments on ſuch perſons as are 
convicted of frauds, or offend againſt the 
eſtabliſhed rules of the Bezaar. The 


money-changers, who are mentioned in 
holy writ to have been driven out of the 
_ temple, are to be found in every part of 
India. Their cuſtoms have been handed 
down unaltered to the prefent hour, and 
their principles are not in the leaſt changed 


for the better. They are extremely dex- 


terous in impoſing bad money on the ig- 
norant, and if detected in the attempt, 
they moſt impudently deny the fact, and 


with great flueney of abuſe retort their 
charge upon the accuſer. | 
The introduction of modern diſcipline 


into the Indian armies has been the work 
of infinite labour and difficulty, and the 


Nabob of Arcot is the only prince who 


bas yet brought it to the leaſt perfection. 


The even ranks into which European 
= ſoldiers 


ſoldiers form themſelves, the uninterrupt-- 
ed gradation of obedience from the chiet 
commander.down to the private man, and 
that regular order in which they march 
into battle, and which they preſerve even 
in the heat of action, appeared to the 


untutored Indians as the effects of ma- 


gie; and they conſidered thoſe men who 


could undaunted expoſe themſelves to 


certain death, and who coolly filled up 
each interval When the murdering cannon 
had ſwept away half their ranks, as be- 
ings of an order ſuperior to the common 
race of mortals, whom it was equally im- 


- poſſible either to reſiſt or, imitate, Ex- 
| perience however has taught them the 
cContrary, and they now acknowledge the 
force of diſciphne, and are ſenſible that 
the moſt deſtructive weapons are uſeleſs: 
in the hands of men who. diſdain. the aſ- 


ſiſtance of art, and like the ferocious in- 
habitants of their native woods repoſe a 


| blind: confidence in that courage, which: 
only leads them to more certain ruin. 
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LETTER XIV. 
Chillingbrum, Ne N 177 5 


J Am jut returned from an expedition 
againſt a party of Collories, or ſa- 


vage banditti, inhabiting the ſpacious 


woods which extend through the greateſt 


part of the Carnatic, and who live by the 
plunder of ſuch unfortunate travellers as 
fall into their hands, and often in large 
bodies attack thoſe villages which they 


know to be unprotected by ſeapoys. Ser- 
vants who have robbed their maſters, de- 


ſerters from the army, and thieves of 


every deſcription continually join theſe 


people, who reſide in the midſt of foreſts 


impenetrable to regular troops, where 
they have little communities of their own, 


and are governed by chiefs whoſe daring. 


actions and ſuperior villainy have ren- 


dered them worthy the honour of ſupreme 
com- 


For 1 


3 We were alarmed in the dead 


of night by repeated meſſages from the 
zemindar of a village about ten miles di- 
ſtant from our cantonments, entreating 


our immediate afliſtance againſt a numer- 


ous body of Collories, who had ſurpriſed 
the defenceleſs inhabitants, and ſet fire 
to their huts after ſtripping them of every 
thing that was worth the trouble of tak- 
ing away. This news, however unplea- 


ſant the circumſtance muſt have been to 


the poor frightened villagers, was highly 


agreeable to us, as we had long wiſhed 
for an opportunity of chaſtiſing theſe 
robbers, who had even deceived the vigi- 
lance of our centries, and more than once 
availed themſelves of the darkneſs of the 
nights to ſteal the horſes of the Indian of- 
ficers, which were picketed at the ſkirts. 
of the cantonments. Two hundred of 
our men were mounted with the utmoſt 
haſte, and the management of this expe- 


dition given to me, not a little proud, I 


aſſure you, of being ſo ſoon entruſted 
with ſuch a weighty WAGs I marched 
| | with 
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ä 
with as much diſpatch as the darkneſs and 
the uneven road would permit, and ar- 
rived juſt at the break of day'on the ſcene 
of action, where the enemy, little expect- 
ing our approach, were careleſsly packing 
up their plunder, and were- going off in 


ſcattered parties, perfectly ſatisfied with 
the ſucceſs of their enterpriſe. Our ſud- 


den arrival threw them into the greateſt 
conſternation, the major part immediately 


ſeeking their fafety in flight, and ſome 
few whom, deſpair had rendered valiant, 
diſcharging their matchlocks and ruſhing 


among. us with their pikes and fabres. 
However, this unequal conteſt was ſoon. 


decided, about ſeven and twenty of the 


moſt daring lying dead upon the ſpot, and 


near twice that number having proſtrated 


themſelves: on the ground and þegged 


for quarter, which I had no little difft- 
culty in perſuading the enraged ſeapoys 


to grant them, even the Indian officers 
having killed and wounded ſeveral who 


on their knees implored their lives. The 
I we have ſuſtained. on. this occaſion is. 
incon-· 


t 1 5 
inconſiderable, only one ſeapoy being 

killed, and a jemadar and three horſes ſe- 
verely wounded. The country people, 
who had now returned to the village, aſ- 
ſiſted us in ſecuring our priſoners, who 
were confined under a ſufficient guard 
within the walls of a pagoda, while we 
procured ſome refreſhment for ourſelves 
and horſes. The zemindar, whoſe inner 
apartments had been rummaged, and 
even his women ſtripped of their bracelets 
and other ornaments, overwhelmed me 
with civilities, and covered my ſhoulders 


with a beautiful ſhawl, I ſpent the re- 


maining part of the day with bim, and the 
following morning conducted my priſon- 
ers to Wariapollum, a little fort gatri- 


ſoned by the nabob's ſeapoys, and built on 


purpoſe to check the inroads of this ban- 
ditti. Here I ſaw upwards of a hundred 
of the ſame gentry who had been taken 
at different times, and had ſuffered the 
amputation of the right foot and left 


hand, as an example to their brethren, 


2 to deprive them of the power of com- 
mitting 
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mitting farther miſchief, Twelve of my no 
Priſoners immediately underwent the fame Tt 
operation, and were condemned to per- rer 
petual impriſonment, loaded with chains ſto 

of an enormous weight, and allowed juſt ſon 

a ſufficiency of rice and water to preſerve Wa 
their lives, and to prolong their miſery. an 
| I ſpent two days at Wariapollum, the Wi 
| commandant of which is a German highly. ſto, 
1 in favour with the nabob, and has been a a fi 
| ſoldier of fortune from his cradle. Tak- bar 

ing an evening walk with him through ac 

the village which ſurrounds the fort, thr 

ſaw a moſt ſhocking inſtance of the fatal an 

effects which are produced by the bite of to \ 

a ſnake. A man in cultivating his little me! 

garden trod upon one of the moſt ve- dan 

nomous ſpecies, called by the Indians the and 

covery capelle, and known to travellers arit 

by the name of the hooded ſerpent: The con 

creature bit him in the leg a little above hoo 

the ankle, and in leſs than half an hour. ſeer 

the | unfortunate wretch expired in the | and 

_ greateſt agonies. The natives, who are 7 


groſsly deficient in medical ſkill, know of preſ 


4-98 3 


no remedy againſt the poiſon of a ſnake; 
The venom of a ſcorpion or centipede is 


removed by the application of the ſnake- 


ſtone, which after it has abſorbed the poi- 
ſon drops off immediately, and if put into 


water or milk hiſſes for ſeveral minutes, 


and turns the latter as green as graſs, 


Whether it 1s a compoſition or a natural 
ſtone I could never learn, It is fold for 
a few pence by every itinerant mounte- 
bank, and is certainly a moſt valuable 
acquiſition. The ſnakes are numerous 


throughout India, and ſome of them of 
an enormous ſize; It is almoſt incredible 


to what a degree of obedience the ſhow- 


men bring them, who teach them to 


dance and to play a thouſand antic tricks, 


and handle them with the utmoſt famili- 
arity. The covery capelle at the word of 


command rears itſelf up, ſpreads out the 
hood with which its head is covered, and 


ſeems perfectly to underſtand "oy nod 


and motion of its maſter. 
1 left Warriapollum ſufficiently im- 


preſſed with ſentiments of abhorrence and 
dread 
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dread for the whole race of ſnakes, and 
marched my detachment back to Chil- 
lingbrum, where I received the èongra- 
tulations of my commanding officer. 1 
aſſure you, Alexander the Great, when he 
paſſed the Granicus, could not have been 
prouder of his victory, and I hall date 
the æra of all wy oulteary glory n this 
event. 
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LETTER XV. 


Chillingbrum, Nov. 177 5. 


In Have had the pleaſure (if pleaſure can 


be derived from ſuch an awful ſcene) 
of being eye - witneſs to the ceremony of 
a Gentoo lady burning herſelf on the fu- 
neral pile of her huſband. As theſe vo- 


luntary martyrdoms but ſeldom happen, 


the crowd collected on the occaſion was 
ſo very great as to cover the major part 


of an extenſive plain, in the centre of 


which the lady was to go through this 


fiery trial into the joys of paradiſe. I had 


ſome difficulty to make my way through 
the multitude, but as an Indian mob is 
not quite ſo uncivil as that which ſome- 
times aſſembles in the ſtreets of London, 
I at laſt accompliſhed my purpoſe, and as 


1 ſat on my horſe within a few yards of the 


pile, I had a full and uninterrupted view 
| K 3 of 


[ 98 ] 
of every circumſtance that paſſed, On 
the top of this pile, which was of con- 


ſiderable magnitude, and built in form 


of a pyramid, the corpſe was extended 


under an alcove of withered branches, 


and adorned with garlands of flowers. 

At the head and feet were ſeveral pots of 
burning incenſe, and over the breaſt was 
ſpread an elegant ſhawl covered with hi- 
eroglyphic figures. I had waited about 


half an hour, when the ſound of the 
trumpets announced that the proceſſion 
was began, and the people retiring on 


each fide made way for the unhappy vic- 
tim, who was to be offered up a ſelf-de- 
voted ſacrifice to a barbarous ſuperſtition. 


She appeared to be in the bloom of youth 


and beauty, and her form was elegance 
itſelf. She walked ſlowly with a majeſtic 
pace, and her countenance. betrayed not 
the leaſt ſymptom of uneaſineſs; but 1 
obſerved a wildneſs in her eyes, which 1 
afterwards learnt was the effect of opium 


| and other intoxicating medicines, which - 


from 


a 19 1 
from the moment of the huſband's death 
had been forced upon her by the prieſts, 1 
to diſpel her natural fears, and inſpire . 
her with a degree of artificial courage 
fuficient to ſupport her throughout this 
awful ceremony. When ſhe approached 
the pile I could plainly perceive her co- 
Jour change, and had not the prieſts ſup- 
ported her, ſhe would have ſunk upon 
| the ground. They however ſeemed in- 
D ſenſible to her diſtreſs, and haſtily ſtrip- 


Y ping her of the jewels with which ſhe 
E was covered in great. profuſion they af- 
* ſiſted her to mount the pile, and placing 
. her cloſe to the body of her huſband they. 
: prayed over. her till the torches had - 
1 been applied to the wood below, and the 
n clouds of ſmoke began to ſurround them. 
0 They then quitted her with ſo much pre- 
t eipitation that they tumbled into the 
1 arms of their brethren below, and in a 
1 few minutes, the pile which was hollow 
m in the middle ſinking in, the living and 
h - the dead together diſappeared from our 
» view. Whether ſhe ſuffered inſtant ſuf- 
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focation, or was for any length of time 
ſenſible of pain, I could not judge; for 
the ſky reſounded with the noiſe of ten 
thouſand inſtruments, and with the hor- 
rid ſcreams of the prieſts, who ure careful 


to prevent the cries of the expiring victim te 
from reaching the ears of the deluded BK 
multitude. wv 
Thus ended this melancholy ſcene, and K 
I returned home fully convinced that no 4 
Cz 


religion can be acceptable in the eyes of 
the ſupreme being, which authorizes the 
infliction of ſuch infernal cruelties even 
on the meaneſt of his creatures, It is a 
received opinion, that this barbarous in- 
ſtitution originally took its riſe from the 
frequent inſtances of women poiſoning 


their huſbands, and that the wiſdom of he 

the legiſlature adopted this fatal cere- th 

| mony as an infallible ſecurity againſt Br 

ſuch crimes in future. But I believe it pl 

may with greater propriety be attributed thy 

to the avarice of the prieſts, who perſuade in 
are 


the credulous Indian that the term of 
Tyne is by this means conſiderably =. 
ſhort- 


000 nes 


The Brahmins or prieſts of the Gen- 
too religion, derive their name from their 
great founder Brahma, and their laws are 
written in the ſancrit or ſacred language, 
known only to the moſt learned of their 


caſt, They intermarry. with no other 


caſt, and are conſidered by the inferior 


ranks of people as partaking of a divine 
origin. They entertain the ſtricteſt no- ” 
tions of female reputation, and the flight- ' 
eſt ſtain upon the honour of a woman is 
wiped away by her immediate death. 


But they are not all of the order of prieſt- 
hood ; the vaikeels or writers who fettle 


the accounts of our regiments are of the 
Brahmin tribe, and they are even em- 


ployed as ſecretaries of ſtate at many of 
the Eaſtern courts. Thus much I have 


already learnt of them, that their virtues 


are at beſt but negative, while their vices 
aue diſgraceful to human nature, and in 


3 


3 the 


ſnortened, and whoſe profits from the 
ſpoils of the unhappy victim are in pro- 
portion to the rank and opulence of the 
family to which her huſband belonged. 


* 
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the higheſt degree injurious to commu- 


nity. They are temperate, patient of in- 
ſults, regular in their lives, and ſtrictly 
obſervant of their religious ceremonies, 
But they are deceitful, crafty, and fond of 
gain. They conceal the moſt unbounded 
avarice under the pompous ſolemnity of 
inſpired wiſdom, and like the venerable 


impoſtors of the Popiſh church they per- 
mit their diſciples to rob each other with 


impuniy, while the credulous wretches- 


bring them a ſhare of the plunder to pur- 
chaſe forgiveneſs for the paſt offence and. 
| indulgence to fin again. The pagodas 


ſo numerous throughout India, are, like 
the rich livings to the prieſts in England, 


ſo many ſinecures to the Brahmins, and 
every choultry, or open caravanſera built 


by the charitable Gentoos on the ſides of 
roads for the accommodation of paſſen- 


gers, is a little eſtate to ſome lazy Brah- 
min, who levies contributions on the . 


perſtitious and the 1 ignorant. 
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LETTER XVI 
Chillingbrum, Dec. 1775+ 


a N accident has happened which has 
entirely deſtroyed the unanimity of 
our corps, and-furniſhed matter of con- 


verſation for every Engliſh tea- table in 


the Carnatic.. Captain Fitzwilliams, who 
has lately been promoted to the command 
of our regiment, brought with him from 


England a moſt beautiful lady, whom he 


had delivered from one of thoſe enchant- 


ed caſtles where unhappy damſels are 
impriſoned in King's-place, on condition 


of her rewarding his gallantry with the 


excluſive poſſeſſion. of her charms. The 
lovely. Maria for ſome time continued a 
pattern of conſtancy, and doubtleſs would 


have remained ſo ſtill, . had ſhe not omit» 


ted the neceſſary. precaution of bribing to 
ſilence a domeſtic, who in the dead of 


night, when the pale moon alone ſhone 
con- 


f ro# J 


conſcious of the theft, ſurpriſed Lieute- 


nant Villars in the very act of entering 
her bed chamber through a private door 


that opened into the garden. This un- 
lucky ſpy had long ſuſpected that Maria 


Was unfaithful, and his ſole reaſon for 


being ſo watchful over his maſter's ho- 
nour was the hopes of a large reward» 
which he moſt ſagaciouſly judged would 
be the immediate price of his ſecrecy. 
Finding himſelf diſappointed in his views 
(as the incautious lovers flattered them- 
ſelves that fear of the conſequences would 
prevent a menial ſervant from making 
ſuch a diſcovery to his maſter) he fled 
the very next day to Cuddalore, where 
Fitzwilliams was on a viſit, and imparted 
to him the dreadful news. The Captain 


rewarded the man for his intelligence, 


and arriving at the borders of the can- 

tonment at the break of day, the firſt 
object which preſented itſelf to his view 
was the inconſtant fair-one and her gal- 
lant taking the air in a cabriolet, and the 


arm of the lady moſt lovingly encircling 
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the waiſt of Villars. You may imagine 
to yourſelf the Captain's rage, and the 
confuſion of the guilty pair. Maria was 


confined to her chamber, and the gen- 
tlemen exchanged a brace of piſtols, 


which fortunately did no other miſchief 


than grazing the ſhoulder of the lieute- 


nant. This however did not ſatisfy the 
enraged Fitzwilliams ; he loaded Villars 


with reproaches of perfidy and ingrati- 


. tude, and drawing his ſword ruſhed with 
ſuch rage and fury, and ſo little judgment 
on his antagoniſt, that he received the 
point of his weapon in his body, and 
dropped upon the ground. He was im- 
mediately carried to his quarters, and the 
ſurgeon pronouncing the wound to be 


mortal, I ordered Villars under an arreſt, 


and took on myſelf the command of the 
regiment. 


The Ameer Ul Omrah bin at Cum- 
baconum, .a few miles only from the 


Coleroon, in the kingdom of Tanjour, 1 
diſpatched an expreſs to him with the fa- 
tal news, and began! to contieer of pay- 


ing 
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ing the laſt honours to my unfortunate 
commander. My intelligence however 
proved to be premature, and the ſurgeon 
to be miſtaken in his aſſertion; for his 
Patient had only fainted through loſs of 
blood, and the ſword having miſſed the 


vital parts, a fever was the only danger 


to be apprehended. My expreſs returned 


the following day from Cumbaconum, 
aſſuring me of the approbation of the 


Ameer im the moſt flattering terms; and 
Captain Fitzwilliams applied for leave to 
return to Cuddalore, till his health ſhall 
be re-eſtabliſhed. Maria is to reviſit Eu- 
rope, where ſhe will ſoon fall into the 
hands of ſome other enchantreſs. Her 
gay ſeducer is to quit the regiment, and 
1 ſhall rake the earlieſt opportunity of 


paying my duty in perſon to the Ameer, 


and of ſeeing the once e populous kingdom 


of Tanjour. a 
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Chillingbram Jan. 1 rf þ 


| Have paid my- intended viſit to the 
1 Ameer, and have been honoured with 
a moſt gracious reception. He enquired 
minutely into every particular of the duel, 
at which he expreſſed” great diſpleaſure, 


and obſerved that it was the duty of a 


ſoldier to devote his life to the ſervice of 
his prince, and not wantonly to nn it 
in an inglorious combat. 
-. The city of Cumbaconum is of conſi- 
derable extent, and is ſituate in a delight- 
ful country. It is rendered peculiarly 
pleaſant even in the hotteſt ſeaſon of the 
year by the number of tanks, or artificial 
pieces of water, which have been ſunk at 
a vaſt expence in the ſquares and princi- 
pal avenues, and are ſhaded by rows of 
trees producing a flower ſomewhat re- 
OP _ _ and of an agreeable 
ſmell. 


ſmell. The palace contains numerous 
ſuits of apartments, halls of audience, 
and domeſtic offices, and in the centre is 
a private garden for the ladies of the ſe- 


raglio. The Rajahs of Tanjour formerly 
uſed this city as a place of retirement 
from the buſtle of public buſineſs, and 


here gave themſelves up to the uninter- 
rupted enjoy ment of eaſe and luxury. 
The Ameer had with him a ſplendid re- 
tinue of palanquins, and led horſes, and 


was attended by four troops of dragoons, - 


and a compleat battalion of ſeapoys: 


| Every choultry in the neighbourhood 
was filled with men and baggage, and 


every ſtreet in the town with tents. The 
oſtenſible cauſe of this viſit to Cumba- 
conum was a deſire to ſee the country 


which the army of his father had ſub- 
dued, and to conciliate the affections of 


the people. by honouring the different 


towns with the preſence of their royal 


; conqueror. But he was ſtrongly ſuſpects 
ed of other motives, and the Nabob grew 


alarmed leſt he ſhould take poſſeſſion of 
Pt | the 
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ſuaded to join the ſtandard of the rebel- 


nous ſon againſt his father and his king. 
However on this occaſion he acted with a 
becoming fpirit, and recalling the Ameer 
to Madraſs at once relieved himſelf from 


his anxiety, and diſappointed the ambi- 


tious views of this aſpiring prince. The 
countty round Cumbaconum is in higher 


cultivation, and far more populous than 
any other part of the Nabob's dominions 


which I have yet ſeen, But I am told 
that the inhabitants daily emigrate to 
milder governments, and that above three 
hundred villages have been? entirely de- 


ſerted ſince the capture of Tanjour. Such 
is the wretched policy of the Eaſt, where 


the victorious monarch marks his foot- 
ſteps with rapine and deſolation, and 


diſdains to learn that the riches of his 


* conſiſt not in the ſplendor of bi 
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the feet; of Tanjour, and draw over to 
his intereſt the troops, who in conſequence 
of their long arrears of pay not being 


diſcharged had already ſhewn a ſpirit of 
mutiny, and would have eaſily been per- 
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his armies, but in the number and hap- 
pineſs of his induſtrious and peaceful 


- ſubjects, 


If we examine thoſe faithful records of 
antiquity the writings of the Old Teſta- 
ment, it will appear that there is the moſt 
perfect analogy between the preſent and 
ancient cuſtoms of the Eaſt. Many of 
the religious ceremonies, the plurality of 
wives, and the ſtrict attention to cleanli. 
neſs of perſon ſo accurately deſcribed in 
the Bible, ſeem to have been handed 
down without the leaſt variation to the 
| preſent hour. Whenever I ſee an Indian 

damſel bathing her beauteous limbs in a 
tank, the adventures of the pious David 
recur to my memory z but I hope I ſhall 
profit by his example, and not venture 
ſuch dangerous lengths after forbidden 
fruit, as that holy man is ſuppoſed to 

have gone after the lovely Hittite, 
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F XVIII. 
. Chillingbrum, February, 1776. 


Change of government has hap- 
pened, which has totally over- 


A 


| thrown the late ſyſtem of politicks in the 


Carnatic, and which I fear will render 
my future proſpects in the ſervice of the 
Nabob very precarious and . uncertain. 


The arrival of Lord Pigot to ſucceed 

Mr. Wynche in the government of Ma- 
draſs, and the return of General Smith 
to Europe in conſequence of the appoint- 


ment of a new Commander in Chief 


are events equally unexpected and un- 
pleaſing. The merits of theſe gentlemen 


may poſſibly be very great, and I doubt 


not but they will fill their reſpective 
ſtations with honour to themſelves and 


ſatisfaction to thoſe wiſe Direttors who., 
have ſent them out; but the univerſal. 
"£345 L 2 bene- 
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benevolence and affability of Mr. Wynche 
will long be impreſſed on the grateful 


hearts of the inhabitants of Madraſs, 


and the memory of General Smith will 
ever be revered in India, while either 
heroic bravery in the field, or the moſt 


unbounded generoſity in private life ſhall 
be deemed a virtue. To do juſtice to 
the character of this gentleman exceeds 
my abilities. With the moſt conſummate 


knowledge of the art of war he poſſeſſes 


all that coolneſs and intrepidity in the 


day of battle, which alone can conſtitute 


the accompliſhed General; and when 


| ſurrounded with all the honours of vic- 


tory, he has ever uſed his power with a 
moderation which alleviated the diſtreſſes 


of the vanquiſned. 
Lord Pigot is inveſted with full aucho- 
rity from the Directors to reſtore the 


kingdom of Tarjour to the | depoſed 
Rajah, and has ordered the Nabob to 
withdraw his troops from the different 
forts and mer in that country. 


45 | His 


E i ] 


His Lordſhip intends viſiting Tanjour 
in-perſon that he may be preſent at the 


reſtoration, and the European troop of 
cavalry is to eſcort him. The Nabob 
has in yain remonſtrated, and equally 
uſeleſs. have been the repreſentations of 
the principal gentlemen of Madraſs, who 
had advanced immenſe ſums to the 


| Nabob on the' ſecurity of his Tanjour 


dominions, and received mortgages on 


the produce of the enſving crops, The 


governor is inexorable, and the princes 
of the Eaſt muſt ſubmit to that honours 


able united company of mertbants, who 
have decreed that the rights of mankind 
ſhall be ſubverted, and that the hereditary 
- monarchs of India ſhall quit or reaſſume 


their thrones at their caprice and plea- 
ſure. We have read of the unexampled 
acts of cruelty by which the followers of 
Pizarro deſolated the fertile provinces of 
ſouth America. We have wept, the un- 
timely fate of a once happy Inca, drag- 


ged from the ſplended throne of his an- 
ceſtors to an ignominious death; and 
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Even children have been taught to liſp 
the melancholy tale of the unfortunate 
Montezuma. But the nations of the 
weſtern world have not been the only 
victims to European avarice. Even the 


ſons of England, who are free as the 


air they breathe, whoſe birthright is 


| glorious independance, and whoſe no- 
erchs dare not but hold ſacred their 


chartered rights, bluſhed not to ſee the 
walls of Tanjour ſtained with the blood 
of its inhabitants; nor does a Britiſh 


| $overnor, when he reſtores to a conquer- 
ed Rajah thoſe dominions, the reduction 


of which enriched his predeceſſors, drop 
a ſingle tear as he paſſes through deſerted 


villages and once fruitful fields, 


LE T- 
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Madraſs, in conſequence of the orders 
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2 May, 1776. 


; AVERY spat ſummons has 


obliged me to pay a haſty viſit to 


ſent to every officer bearing the Com- 
pany's commiſſion to quit the ſervice of 
the Nabob of Arcot and join his reſpec- 
tive regiment without delay. On this oc- 


caſion I have not heſitated to prefer the 


preſent emolaments which I derive from 


the Nabob, however precarious they 
may be, to the ſcanty allowance on which 


the Company ſo, generouſly permits its 


ſuhalterns to exiſt. I wiſh this was the 


ſevereſt misfortune that I have now reaſon 
to lament.” I have ſuſtained a loſs which 


requires all my philoſophy to ſupport, 
and the death of Mr. Hancock has de- 


prived me of a ſincere friend and gene- 


tous benefactor. I believe no man ever 
W lived 
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lived more generally beloved, or died 


more univerſally regretted, He was the 


patron of the widow and the fatherleſs, 
and I pay but a juſt tribute to his me- 
mary, when I ſay that in unaffected cha- 


rity and real integrity of heart he was at 


inferior to Mr. Haſtings. 


Lord Pigot has viſited Tanjour, FEE 
ee Rajah in full poſſeſſion of his do- 
minions. The Nabob's troops have left 
the country, and thoſe of the Company 
have ſupplied their places to protect the 
Rajah: from future inſults, and to con- 


vince him what infinite advantages that 
prince muſt derive, who is ſo fortunate 


as to obtain the protection of the Engliſh. 


Numberleſs and unavailing are the 


complaints againſt broken treaties and 
violated rights. The gentlemen of Ma- 
draſs, whoſe fortunes are involved in the 
general wreck, inveigh in the ſevereſt 


terms againſt their honourable maſters. 


. The troops deſtitute of the common ne- 
ceſſaries of life demand their pay from 
| vhs Nabob, who declares that the violent 


deprivation 


' . hup H 
deprivation” of thoſe dominions, which 


were his by the right of conqueſt and by 


the law of nations, renders him incapable. 
either to ſatisfy his creditors, or to relieve 
the diſtreſſes of his faithful army: 

The principal agent of the Nabob at 


Tanjour, whoſe long and approved ſer- 


vices had gained him the unbounded con- 
fidence of his maſter, was in the fort 
when Lord Pigot arrived. This man, 
who is of the higheſt caſt of the Gentoos, 
deſcended from an ancient and honour- 


able family, and poſſeſſed of a princely 


fortune, received his Lordſhip's poſitive, 


orders to quit the garriſon at a moment's 


warning, and even the indulgence of a 
few hours to arrange his domeſtic affairs 
and bid adieu to his friends was peremp- 
torily denied him. The Gentoo, with a 


ſpirit ſeldom to be found among that pu- 


ſillanimous race, remonſtrated againſt the 


cruelty of ſuch treatment, and enquired - 
by what authority the Governor of Ma- 


draſs preſumed to juſtify ſuch tyrannical 


F His reply was reported to 
5 Lord | 
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Lord Pigot, and a ſcene was exhibited to 


the view of the aſtoniſhed Indians, unex- 
ampled in the annals of Engliſh tyranny. 
A party of foldiers forcibly dragged him 
from the inmoſt receſſes of the palace, 
and the miniſter of the Nabob of Arcot, 
the repreſentative of a ſovereign whom 


the Britiſh empire has not difdained to 
acknowledge an ally, underwent the diſ- 
grace of a cruel puniſhment from the 
hands of a common drummer. He is of 
courſe rejected by his own caſt as infa- 
mous, and nothing leſs than a pilgrimage : 
to every pagoda in the Carnatic, and the 
diſtribution of his whole fortune in offer- 
ings to the prieſts can purchaſe the reſtor- 
ation of his forfeited honour. 


— 
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LETTER XX. 


en, Jabs, ROY 


E thing i is now in the. greateſt 
| 4 confuſion at the Durbar. The cre- 
ditors of the Nabob daily inſult him in 
his palace, and ſome thouſands of his ar- 


my have lately paid him a viſit equally 


unwelcome and unexpected. He in vain 
endeavoured to pacify them with pro- 
miſes, and begged them to return to 
their duty. The men rendered deſpe- 
rate by diſtreſs obſtinately perſiſted in 


their demands, and even threatened him 


with the moſt fatal conſequences, if 
he perſiſted in refuſing juſtice to thoſe 
troops, who had ſhed their blood in his 
ſervice. This was not a time for the Na- 
bob to trifle. He paid off their arrears, 

and immediately diſbanded them as a pu- 
niſhment for that mutiny, to which the 
want of the common neceſſaries of life had 
driven 
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driven them. The greateſt part of them 


have entered into the ſervice of Hyder 
Ally, and thus is the Carnatic left de- 
fenceleſs, and the army of his declared 
enemy is recruited with thoſe men who 


have formerly fought the Nabob's battles 


with ſucceſs, and the loſs of whom, ſhould 
that enterprizing prince again invade his 


dominions, he will have too much rea- 


ſon to regret. 
For my own part, I ſhall ſoot agi 


my commiſſion, and reviſit Europe. 1 


have received a letter from my father, who 
in the moſt affectionate terms ſolicits my 


return, and with great pleaſantry con- 
gratulates me on the marriage of Mifs 
| Rivers, and on my fortunate eſcape from 
_ thoſe chains, which if once put on the 


grave alone can remove. 


The principal obſtacle to my leaving 
Madraſs is the want of money. Our re- 


giment has received no pay for this year 
paſt; and a ſum 1s now due to me more 
than adequate to every expence which 


003 Seng the voyage. My whole time 


1s 
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their rank and employments. 


. C122 1. 


is taken up in fruitleſs fn to the Dur- 


bar, where Aa diſſatisfied group of credi- . 
tors daily meet. No ſooner has the fun , 
riſen, than every avenue to the palace is 
filled with palanquins and carriages, yy 


in the evening the ſame faces and the, 


ſame ſurly looks are to be ſeen again, | 
The Nabob receives every body with po- , 
liteneſs, apologizes for his want of punc- . 
tuality, which he attributes to the loſs of 
Tanjour, and repeats the hacknied tale 
of the cruel treatment, which, he has re- 


ceived a at the hands of Lord Pigot. 


The governor is now at variance wich 
molt of the gentlemen | of the council. 
He has forbidden their future viſits to; 


the Nabob without his expreſs permiſſion, 


and two of them, who have dared to diſ— 

obey theſe orders, he has fuſpended from 
„How long a ,government , 0e divided. 

againſt itſelf can ſtand, time only. muſt, 


determine. Whatever may be the event, 
I ſhall ſoon take leave of a place, where 
the pleaſures of ſociety are totally loft in 


M the 
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the turbulence of faction, and white thoſe. 
families, who were fo lately united by 
the bands of friendſhip, now hourly me- 


ditate each others ruin. 
On my firſt arrival in India, I confeſs 


that I entertained very different ideas of a 


country, where nature had thrown ſo few 
obſtacles in the way of happineſs. I was 
charmed with the novelty of the ſcenes 
which preſented themſelves to my view, 
and a ſuperficial enquiry gave me no rea- 


ſon to change my ſentiments. But I am 


now become familiarized to acts of cruel- 
ty and oppreſſion, and I deteſt a country, 


over which the glorious ſun of liberty has 


never diffuſed his genial influence, and 


where the inſatiate thirſt of gain has 


ſpread like a contagion through all ranks 
of men, from the proud monarch of the 
imperial race of Tamerlane, to the pet- 
ty tyrant who RET" over an dane 
up" 
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LETTER XXI. 


Madraſ, Sept. rok 


AR Revelutiot of a moſt extraordinaty 
2 nature has taken place, and Lord 
Pigot is now a priſoner. How far rhe | 
gentlemen, who have uſurped the govern- 8 
ment of Madraſs, can hereafter juſtify —_ 
their proceedings, 1 will not pretend to 
determine; but they have certainly dif- | 
played equal judgment | in the attempt, and 14 
courage in the execution of their ſcheme · 1. 
1 have before mentioned the difagree- Mi 
ments which had happened in the council, i 
{ 


* TION 
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and the little inclination which the diſaf- 


fected members had ſhewn to ſubmit to 
3 _ thoſe regulations, which they conſidered 
A as arbitrary and umuſt, 

= The ſudden removal of two gentlemen 
: from the ſhare which they held in the go- 


vernment, and the conſequent ruin in 
which m ſaw their fortunes involved, 
Ma bad 


I T* 124 1 ] : 
had now blown the latent ſparks of re- 
bellion into a flame, and had united them 

in one general conſpiracy to revenge their 
q wrongs, and to recover that authority, 
which they conceived ſo injuriouſly wreſt- 
a ed from them. A plan was concerted to 
= ſeize the perſons of the governor and of 
4 his adherents, and it was conducted with 
l ſo much ſecrecy, that till the hour of its 
actually taking place, Lord Pigot enter- 
. tained not the leaſt ſuſpicion of what was 
intended. His Lordſhip uſually ſlept at 


the garden-houſe, and had come at an 


early hour into the fort for the tranſac- 
tion of public buſineſs. Every thing went 
on in the accuſtomed channel, and the 
governor ſeemed. to congratulate himſelf 
on a ſecurity, which the apparent ſupine- 
neſs and inactivity of his opponents did 
not a little juſtify: Colonel Stuart, com- 
man der in chief of the Company's forces, 
and the ſuppoſed leader of the diſaffected 
party appeared to have given up his own 
political principles, and to be ſo perfectly 
: zeconciled to the new ſyſtem of govern- 
x ment, 


— 


the 
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ment, that his Lordſhip embraced him' 
as: 2 to his opinions, and conſi· 
dered himſelf happy in the acquiſition 
of ſo valuable a friend. The buſineſs of 
che day being concluded, the Colonel was 


invited to return in the goyerpor's car- 


riage to the garden houſe, and it was de- 
termined that the moſt unreſerved inti., 


macy ſhould in future ſubſiſt between 


them. Little did Lord Pigot think that 
he was at that moment the dupe of the 
moſt artful diſſimulation, and that a mo- 
denn Iſcariot was ſo ſoon to betray. his 
maſter with a kiſs. They had ſcarce ad- 


vanced a quarter of a mile from the fort, 


When 8 party of ſeapays ruſhing from 
behind the trees arreſted, the carriage, and 
a poſt chaiſe and four at the ſame inſtant 
drawing up, the Colonel violently thruſt. 


his Lordſhip into it, and the body- guards 
ef the Nabab ſurrounding him, he bad 


che mortification of ſeeing bimſelf in 
one ſhort moment reduced from almoſt 


regal ſplendor to. the loſs of power, of 
n and | perhaps of life, He is now 
M 3 a wed 
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4 spriſoner i in che boufe of Lone of the con: 


ederacy at St. Thomas's Mount, diſtant 


about three leagues from Fort St. George, 


Where he is guarded by a whole regiment 
of artillery, While the victorious party has 
aſſumed the reins of government, and the 
plyant herd of ſycophants, who fo lately 
cringed at his Lordſhip's feet, now with 
equal aſſiduity pay their adoration to IE 
riſing A 

Tou may imagine the exultation of the 


Nabob, and the univerſal triumph of the 


ſucceſsful confederates. He makes no ſe- 


cret of the ſhare which he has had in this 
memorable event, and even publickly 
boaſts of the influence which wy now 


poſſeſſes i in the council. 


Innumerable diſpatches are ae 


for the court of directors, and every idle 


man, who wants an excuſe to reviſit Eu- 
rope, now ſolicits to be the meſſenger of 


this important news. A frigate 1 is Jocker 
orders to fail for the red fea, whence 


an ambaſſador” extraordinary is to proceed 
over the iſthmus of Seer and in leſz 
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than three months I ſuppoſe every news 
paper in England will be filled with vari- 
ous accounts of this tranſaction, all equal- 


ly contradictory to each other and equallꝝ 
de void of truth. 
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Madraſs, Jan. 1777. 
I Have been long taught to conſider 


human nature as a medley of imper- 
fection and inconſiſtency, and to believe 


that the moſt ſenſible men, when under 
the influence of paſſion, are often liable 
to the groſſeſt errors. How far I am juſ- 


tified in my opinion the following anec- 
dote will in ſome meaſure ſhew. 


One of thoſe adventurers who annu- 
ally emigrate from England, under an aſ- 
ſumed appearance, and by forged letters 
of recommendation had procured a com- 
miſſion in the ſervice of the Nabob, and 
by his ſervility and little cringing arts had 
lately been promoted to the rank of aid 
du camp to the Ameer Ul Omrah; He 


had derived conſiderable advantage from 


the 


'S 
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the accidental circumſtance of m 
Colonel Maeleane at the Cape of Gobd 
Hope, who had been ſo far impoſed ' on 
by his plauſibility as to give him a line 
of introduction to Madraſs, and had men- 
tioned him as an unfortunate gentleman, 
Who had borne a commiſſion in the Bti- 


tiſh army, and had run through the ample 
Inheritance of his anceſtors by his extra- 


, Vagance. For ſeveral months this man 


conducted himſelf with the greateſt cau- 
tion, and though his manners evidently | 
| betrayed the want of a genteel education, 
and of that natural politeneſs. which alone 


can conſtitute the gentleman, yet as he 
© was inoffenſive in his behaviour, he paſſed 
unnoticed among the common herd; and 
his character eſcaped that particular ſeru- 


tiny, which would neceſſarily have: been 
the conſequence of a more elevated ſta- 


tion. However our adventurer aſpired 
to higher honours, and nothing leſs than 


the command of a regiment of horſe would 


 fatisfy his en, and he meditated the 


ſevereſt 


— . 
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ſevereſt revenge againſt the Nabob for 
daring to refuſe him what he ſo modeſtly 
requeſted. The impriſonment of Lord 


Pigot, and the decided part which the 


Nabob had taken in that tranſaction ſeemed 
to afford him an opportunity of gratifying 
his own reſentment, and of ingratiating 
himſelf with a party, from whoſe wealth 
and generoſity he derived the moſt ſan- 
_ - Euine hopes of reward. 


He ſolicited a private interview With 


the friends of the depoſed governor, and 
declared to them that the Ameer Ul Oom- 
rah bad repeatedly offered him conſider- 
able ſums of money, if he would aſſaſſi · 
nate Lord Pigot, and that he had parti- 
cularly pointed out a tame tyger as. the 
moſt effectual inſtrument of deſtruction, 
ds his Lordſhip might be induced ta alle- 
viate the horrors of his confinement hy 


familiarly playing with this animal, which 


might eaſily | be exchanged in the night 


fox one of a moſt ferocious diſpoſition, and 


would by devouring his voſuſpeRing prey = 
| «To 


* = 
© $he © 3+ bs | 
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. | 

at once relieve the Nabob from his appre- 
henfions, and deprive the er * 
governor of his life, | 

Strange and inconſiſtent as this ſtory 
muſt appear, yet it was greedily liſtetied 
to, and the impoſtor was careſſed by gen- 2 
tlemen, who in their cooler moments 


would have treated the improbable tale 
and its inventor with equal contempt. 


Numerous affidavits of the whole trau 


action were handed about, and the deep 


views of this deſigning wretch were not 
diſcovered, till his prevarications when 


and his own confeſſion, when the fumes 


of wine had got the better of his pru- 
dence, at laſt expoſed the perjured traitor 


to public infamy, and covered his ſup- 


porters with confuſion. However he 
has reaped this benefit from his treachery, 
that the Nabob with his diſmiſſien has 
given him all his arrears of pay, and 
thoſe gentlemen, whaſe credulity he had 


ſo groſsly impoſed on, have furniſhed him 


with 
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with a ſum to defray the expences of. che 
voyage, on condition of his immediate 
return to Europe. = : 


. The many extraordinary circumſtances 
attending this affair have naturally pro- 
duced a very ſtrict enquiry into the ori- , 
gin and connexions of a man, who could 
have ingenuity to contrive. and impu- 
dence to ſupport ſo complicated a ſcene 
of villainy. „ 1 


It appears chat he was damen a pri- : 


vate ſoldier in the Britiſh ſervice, and that 


being diſmiſſed the regiment with dil- , 
grace, he had for ſome time acted in the 


honourable capacity of a bailiff's fol- 


lower, when coming into the poſſeſſion 


ol a few hundred pounds by the death of 
his father, who kept an alehouſe in St. 


Paul's Church Yard, he formed the laud- 
able reſolution of becoming ſuddenly a 


gentleman, purchaſed an officer's uniform 
and a cockade, and launching into the 


wide field of adventure acted the faree 
A Which 


* 
* 
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3 1 
which I have juſt deſcribed at the court 
of the Nabob of Arcot. 


Lord Pigot i is ſtill a priſoner, and each 
party waits with equal impatience the 
reſült of thoſe orders, by which the pre- 


ſent government is to ſtand or fall. 
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LETTER XXIII. 
 Madraſs, May, n 
Loud Pigot has paid the debt of na- 


ture, and the gentlemen, who ſat on 
the jury to examine into the cauſe of his 


death, have brought in their verdi& wil- 


ful murder againſt every perſon that was 


acceſſary to his confinement. The un- 


eaſineſs of mind which his Lordſhip la- 


boured under, and the want of exerciſe 
during his impriſonment are the pretences 


by which they endeavour to juſtify ſo ex- 


traordinary a verdict. Indeed a report 
has been induſtriouſly circulated that his 
death was occaſioned by poiſon, and ob- 
ſcure hints have been artfully thrown out, 


that the neceſſary ſteps will immediately 
be taken to bring the ſuppoſed aſſaſſins 


to juſtice. But the authors of ſuch an 


improbable ſtory are mortified to find 


themſelves treated with that ſilent con- 
tempt 


F 
tempt Which they deſerve, and the teſti- 
mony of the phyſicians, whoſe integrity 
and known abilities are above the reach 
of cenfure, has ſufficiently proved to the 
impartial world, thar the rumour origi- 


nated in impotent malevolence. Lord 
Pigot ſome weeks previous to his death 


had been removed from the mount to the 


garden-houſe near Madraſs, where he re- 
ceived every aſſiſtance that the affection- 


ate attention of his neareſt relations, and 
the art of phyſic could afford. But the 


hour of his diſſolution was at hand, and 


his conſtitution enfeebled by the climate, 
and perhaps ftill more ſo by the anxiety 


Which continually preyed upon his ſpirits, 


gradually funk under the violence of a 


fever, which ſeldom ſpares even yourhful 


vigour in theſe burning regions. A me- 


: Fanchbly inſtance of the inffability of bu- 


man grandeur, and a leſſon to future go- 
vernors to uſe their Fons ch lenity and 
moderation. ' | at 

Had his Lordſhip takes chdle keps⸗ 


wh eh! his own W * 1155 experience 5 
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to * dictated to Ki and rendered 


- bimſelf popular with the military, he had 


never fallen. a ſacrifice to a party, which 
he had exaſperated by ſuch ſevere exer- 
tions of his authority, and from whoſe 
reſentment he had every. thing to appre- 
hend. But the officers of the army con- 
ſidered him as their enemy and they were 
ſmarting under the loſs of their batta, 
which in an unfortunate moment of œco- 
nomy he had taken from them. The al- 
lowance which is given to the army in 
the. field, and is intended to defray the 


extraordinary expences incident to a cam- 


paigb, is called batta, and is about equal 


to the monthly pay. In times of pro- 


found peace balf-batta is allowed to the 
garriſons at a certain diſtance from Ma- 
draſs. The whole is calculated at ten. 
thouſand pounds annually, which the 
Nabob of: Arcot by his original contract 
with the Company is bound to pay a 


ſum trifling for an Eaſtern ſovereign to 


5 beſtow, but the loſs of which reduced to 


the utmoſt diſtreſs thoſe unfortunate ſub. 
Ci 8 alter ns 


al 
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alterns who had no private reſources, and 
whoſe circumſtances required the moſt. 


rigid œconomy to ſupport that appear- 
ance which their ſituation in life demand- 
ed. The ſucceeding Governor has pru- 


dently reſtored it, and the Nabob, with: 


that ſpirit of duplicity which is the true 
charaReriſtic of an Indian, has declared 
that he never afſented to ſo cruel and had 


. a meaſare.. 
1 have for ſome weeks on reſided at: 


a country; retirement in an agreeable vil- 
lage within a ſhort mile of the Durbar.. 
1 have a ſmall but convenient cottage,. 
and a garden well ſtocked with fruit, and 


1 divide the expence of houſe-keeping 
with Captain Evance of the Honourable 


Company's ſervice, a gentleman whoſe 


engaging. manners and ſociable diſpoſi- 


tion have gained him ſuch univerſal eſ- 
teem, that no party of pleaſure is ever 


thought complete without him: Moſt: 


happily formed by nature either to enjoy 


life himſelf or to promote the felicity of 


others, he wiſely prefers eaſe and tran- 


Li. N 3, quility 


* 


by the ghoſts of murdered Rajahs. 
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quilicy- to thoſe ſplendid miſeries which: 


attend on ambition and the purſuit of 
gain. He ſings incomparably, is an in- 
imitable actor, and amidſt the rage of 


contending. factions he drinks his convi- 


vial glaſs and laughs at care. 0 
1 hope my affairs will ſoon be 3 


fo as to enable me to ſet out for Europe. 
I ſhall not be incumbered with a trouble- 
ſome load of wealth, and TI at. leaſt can 
boaſt that my ſleep will not be diſturbed 
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LETTER ANI. oh 


"Mai, Sept 1. 


HE * Sia ande day i is ar- 
T rived, and the uſurped adminiſtra- 


tion is no more. Mr. Whitebill is now 
Governor of Madraſs ; Colonel Stewart 


is ſuperceded ; and the diſcordant mem. 


bers of the council are recalled to Europe: 
The Nabob is not a little mortified to find 


his faithful friends ſo ſoon removed, but 
he conſoles himſelf with the hopes that 
ſterling gold will not be leſs efficacious 


in Leadenhall-ſtreet, than at Madraſs. I 
have at laſt received my arrears of pay, 


and am preparing for my journey home. 
My preſent intention is to travel by land 


to Bombay, thence to proceed in a coun- 
try veſſel for the port of Suez, and if Jean 
reach the celebrated city of Grand Cairo 
i N 1 ſhall have little difficulty in 

— | find- 


1 1 


| finding my way to England. I already 
5 anticipate the exquiſite pleaſure of land- 


ing on my native ſhore, and embracing 
my long loſt friends. Perhaps too I may 


find ſome yielding fair one, leſs incon- 
fant than Miſs Rivers, who may receive 


a wearied traveller into her arms, and by 
her ſoft careſſes baniſh the ſad remem- 


brane of all paſt misfortunes. 
I am now about to take my leave of a 


eountry, which has been deſcribed by 


fone travellers as a terreftrial paradiſe, 


and by others as a burning deſert deſti- 


tute of every convenience, which can 


make life agreeable. I muſt confeſs that 
my preſent opinion of India very little 


correſponds with thoſe firſt impreſſions, 


which repreſented every thing to my en- 
chanted view in ſuch delightful colours, 
The face of the country is indeed un- 
commonly beautiful; vegetation is ſo ra- 
pid, that after a refreſhing ſhower the 


fruits of the earth ſpontaneouſly ſhoot 
forth, as if by magic; and the climate 


though 


L , 

though hot to an extreme is fat from be- 
ing ſo inimical, as is generally imagined, 
to European conſtitutions. But the- in- 
fernal ſpirit of diſſention perpetually ſtalks 
abroad, and the joys of ſocial intercourſe, 
the ties of conſanguinity, and the en- 
dearments of private friendſhip are ſwal- 
lowed up in the undiſtinguiſhing rage of 
all- deſtructive faction. 

The manners of the natives are almoſt 
univerſally the ſame. The ſtriking cha- 
racteriſtic of a Gentoo is avarice, and that 
of a Mahometan is ambition. The for- 
mer to gratify his darling paſſion will not 
bluſh to commit the meaneſt frauds, and 
the latter will not heſitate to attain im- 
perial dignities by the murder of his pa- 
tron and his king. The religion of a 
Gentoo muſt ever nip his growing ambi- 
tion in the bud. The ſon is obliged to 
follow the profeſſion of his father, nor 
can all the riches of the Eaſt procure his 
advancement to a ſuperior caſt. But the 
meaneſt Mahometan in the army may riſe 
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ſhed rank of general, and 
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monarch does not reign in Aſia, was once 


Hyder Ally, than whom a more powerful . 
in 
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Bombey, Feb. 1778. 


AFTER a journey in which for three 

tedious months I have experienced 
more fatigue than pleaſure, I have reach- 
ed the iſland of Bombay, and have taken 
my paſſage on. board an Indiaman for 
Europe. I am already ſo heartily tired 
of my expedition by land, that I have 
even perſuaded myſelf to think a cabbin 


almoſt a convenient habitation, and © 
have determined to baniſh the recollec- 


tion of my former ſhipwreck and capti- 
vity. 


In the beginning of Octaber & took 


my leave of Madraſs, and proceeded alone 


to Pondicherry, where the captain of a 
French veſſel then under orders to fail 


was ſo very preſſing in his invitation to 


me to embark with him, and was ſo la- 
viſh of his encomiums on his hip, that J 


was 
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was id to accompany him c on board, 
and to be an eye witneſs of his accom- 
modations. I was not a little entertained 


with the appearance of a veſſel, which 
had been deſcribed to me as ſo uncom- 


morily ſuperb, The apartment which he 


kindly deſigned for me, was a narrow 


cupboard in the ſteerage, inacceſſible ei- 


ther to light or air; the great cabbin from 
the dirt with which it was covered Teemed 
occaſionally to have been inhabited either 


by the captain or his pigs; and the crew 
appeared to be half dead' with diſeaſe and | 
famine. I did not heſitate to bid adieu 
to this ſcene of naſtineſs, and moſt chear- 
fully ſet out with Capt. George Jennings, 
| whoſe intentions were ſimilar to my own, 


and with whom I had for many years paſt 


To : the pleaſure of being acquainted. 


Gur firſt ſtage was to . 


bor of conſiderable extent and ſtrength, 


garriſoned by the troops of the Company, 


where we were politely entertained. by 
Nr. Thomas Underwood of poetical me- 
EY 1 0 % | mory, | 


5 Ln] ” 


{ 


whois; and formerly of Peter-houſe Cel. 
lege. Cambridge. 1 „ o 8% 3180 

Here is the greateſt natural curiofty⸗ 
that India affords; a ſolid perpendicular 
rock of a moſt ſtupendous height rifing 


in the centre of the fort, and hiding its 


head among the clouds. On the top is a 


pagoda, whence thoſe perſons who are not 


afraid to purchaſe a delightful proſpect at 
the hazard of their necks, enjoy a dif- _ 
tinct view of Tanjour though at the dif- 
tance of above twenty miles. The rock 


is inhabited by innumerable monkies, 


who are treated by the Brahmins with the 


| utmoſt tenderneſs, and are continually -fed 


by them with rice and fruits. The brute 
creation is certainly under infinite obliga- 
tions to Pythagoras, who has thus kindly 


provided for their ſupport, and whoſe _ 


doctrines, though in the higheſt degree 
abſurd and childiſh, yet are ſo far meri- 
« torious as they e univerſal 855 | 
lence, Wy | : 

From Web we 28 thro? 
"the plains of Mellore, and arrived at the 


1 fort . 


1 } 


Fort of Madura, us for having held 


out two obſtinate ſieges againſt the com- 
bined forces of the Nabob and Company, 
1n the ſecond of which it was taken. by 
the treachery of a French officer, and 
the governor, a Mahometan of royal ex- 


traction, whoſe gallant defence againſt a 


ſuperior army deſerved a milder fate, was 


facrificed to the reſentment of the Nabob. 
From a more generous enemy he would 
have experienced that mercy, which his 
grey hairs, his high deſcent, and above 


all his heroic bravery ſo juſtly claimed. 


But ſuch is the ſavage policy of the Eaſt, 


that death and captivity go hand in hand, 


and the moſt ſolemn promiſes of life and 


forgiveneſs to the conquered are no longer 
deemed ſacred by the conqueror, than 
while the life of the unfortunate priſoner 


May be conducive to the intereſts of the 


victorious tyrant. 
At Madura. we ſpent three days with 


the commander of the garriſon, and then 
proceeded to Palamcotta, the moſt ſouther- 


ly fort of any conſequence | in the Nabob's 
domi- 
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dominions. Here we were detained 2 


fortnight, till the Rajah of Trevencore 
had given us permiſſion to travel through 


his territories to Anjango, when we took 


our leave of the Carnatic, and entered the 


coaſt of Malabar through a paſs fortified 


both by art and nature in the ſtrongeſt 
manner. The kingdom of Trevencore 1s 
ſituate in ſeventy-ſix degrees of eaſt lon- 
gitude and eight of latitude, diſtant about 
ſix hundred miles from fort St. George, 
and bordering on cape Comorin, which 
divides the Coromandel coaft from that 


of Malabar. - Here inſtead of deſerted 


villages and uncultivated tracts of land, 


we were charmed with the proſpect of a 


rich and populous country, whoſe inhabi- 


tants enjoy thoſe bleſſings which are the 
happy conſequences of a mild and eaſy. 


government, Very different were thoſe 


views which daily occurred to us. for the 
preceding month. in our dreary journey 


through the Carnatic. There indeed for 
a very few miles round the principal forts 


the villages were populous, and agricul- 
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ture ſeemed to flouriſh, But all the inter- 
vening ſpace was one vaſt melancholy de- 
ſert; the fields being forſaken by the 


of 


tarmers, and the villages by the induſ- m 
trious weavers, who are by far the moſt 8 
valuable ſubjects of the empire, and to 

whom princes more politic have afforded 55 
that protection, which under the . oppreſ- ja 
five government of the Nabob they have th 
| long deſpaired of finding. 6h 
| As ſtrangers are never ſuffered to viſit ur 
| | me interior parts of Trevencore, our ar 
| guides conducted us through a country m 
* interſperſed with woods and lawns by the na 
4 neareſt roads to the ſea-ſhore, which is — 
= covered with innumerable huts of fiſher- lic 

= men, whom the. Portugueſe miſſionaries | 
7 1 have converted to chriſtianity, . Infinite ab 
* | - pains are taken by theſe prieſts to propa- - = 
. 1 gate the goſpel in India, and they boaſt. pri 
= of their great ſucceſs in perſuading the _ 
| unenlightened Pagans to embrace the di- - +a 
| vine truths of the Chriſtian revelation. But | ſea 
| in my opinion their proſelytes do them an 
but little honour, as they conſiſt entirely | Gr 
8 | a : 


OE 


of the loweſt and moſt deſpicable caſt of 


people, there being hardly a ſingle in- 
ſtance of their . prevailing on a Maho- 
metan or a Gentoo to renounce the Rey 


gion of his forefathers. . 
The fourth day after we tered the 


paſs of Trevencore,. we arrived at An- 


Jango, a ſmall ſettlement dependent on 


the preſidency of Bombay, where we dif- 


charged our palanquin- -bearers, and all 
unneceſlary attendants, and proceeded in 
an open boat to Cochin, a Dutch town 


molt pleaſantly ſituate on the banks of a 


navigable river, and thence we embarked 
in a country veſſel for the harbour of Cab 
licutt. | e 


Callicutt, which is now an \ inconſider- 


able village, was formerly a magnificent 
eity, and the reſidence of a powerful 


prince. According to the tradition of the 


natives it was overwhelmed near two hun- 
dred years ago by a ſudden riſing of the 
| fea, and all its inhabitants periſhed. We 
anchored on the ſpot where the ancient 


city ſtood, and as we went on ſhore at low 
0 3 water, 
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water, dhe foundations of the buildings 
were diſcernible to the naked eye. Here 
the Company have a ſmall factory, which 
ſupplies Bombay with betel and cocoa 
nuts, and a gentleman from that preſi. 
dency conſtantly reſides. Hyder Ally is 
at preſent the ſovereign of Callicutt, and 
his revenue officers at our landingexamin- 
ed our baggage with as much inſolence 
and brutal incivility, as if they had re- 
ceived the rudiments of their education 
at Deal or Dover. Indeed an immenſe 
tract of country extending along the Ma- 
labar coaſt is Hyder's by the right of con- 
queſt, that ambitious prince ſeldom miſ- 
ſing any favourable opportunity of mak - 


Ang free with the poſſeſſions of his neigh- 


bours. The natives in this part of India 
are afflicted with an incurable diſorder, 
called the Cochin leg, which obliges them 
to drag on a wretched exiſtence without 
even the hopes of relief. The limb ſwells 
by degrees. to an enormous ſize, and the 
body is proportionably emaciated, till the 
friendly hand of death puts a period to 
a ſcene 
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5 a ſcene of miſery, which is rendered 
doubly ſhocking by the tedious progreſs 
of the diſeaſe. The Indians attribute it, 


as they do every other complaint, to ſome 


peculiar quality in the water.. 
We next ſpent a few days at Tilli- 
cherry, a fort belonging to the Company 
of no great extent, but ſufficiently ſtrong 


to repel the attacks of an Aſiatic army, 
and on the firſt of January we came to 


an anchor in the. port of Goa, where the 


Portugueſe have now only a ſhadow of 
that power which they formerly poſſeſſed 
in India. The city of Goa was once fa- 
mous for the grandeur of its buildings, 


and the magnificent decorations of its 
Churches, but it is now deſerted and in 
muas; a melancholy inſtance how capa- | 
ble bigotry is of ſubverting the moſt 


flouriſhing governments, and a moſt ſtrik- 
ing; proof, that even war and peſtilence 


are curſes leſs terrible to mankind, than 


prieſtcraft and ſuperſtition, Here until 


very lately the authority of the inqui- 


ſition was exercifed with a ſeverity ſhock- 


* 
* 
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ing to human nature, and highly dif- 


graceful to the religion, which it was in- 
tended to promote. Not only the Por- 
tugueſe themſelves ſmarted under the r1- 
gour of this tribunal, but even the inno- 


cent natives often ſuffered the moſt cruel 


deaths for daring to prefer the religion of 


their forefathers to doctrines, which it 


was impoſſible for them to comprehend, 
and which from the methods taken to in- 


culcate them muſt have appeared to the 
unhappy wretches as truly diabolical. 


We ſpent two days in viſiting the con- 


vents, and the few elegant buildings tHat 
yet remain in this city, which was once 
the grand emporium of the Eaſtern world, 
and on the ſeventh we paſſed the harbour 
and fort of Gheria, which was formerly 


the reſidence of the famous Angria, and 
1s ſtill a retreat for pirates, who plunder 
every defenceleſs veſt], that is ſo impru- 
dent as to approach their coaſts. + 

On the fourteenth we reached Bombay, 


where I have taken up my quarters in a 
moſt excellent tavern, till the Indiaman 
8 which. 
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which is to convey me home ſhall fail. 
Captain Jennings has already engaged his 
paſſage in a ſloop for Suez, and by him 
you will receive this packet, and my fa- 
ther will have the earlieſt ICE of 
my return to Europe. 

The iſland of Bombay is brüste in en 
venty two degrees of eaſt longitude, and 
eighteen of latitude, and is about ſeven 
leagues in circumference. It originally 
belonged to the crown of Portugal, but 
in the year one thouſand fix hundred and 
ſixty three it was given to Charles the Se- 
cond as part of the portion of the Infanta 
Catherine, and that monarch preſented it 
as a mark of royal favour to the Eaſt In- 
dia Company, who fortified it at a vaſt 
expence, and it is now in the elegance of 
its buildings very little inferior to Ma- 
drafs, wie | 255 

The manners as well of the Engliſh as 
of the natives are much the ſame here'as 
in other parts of India. At preſent the 
ſettlement not Og divided by factions, 

there 
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there is more ſociety than at Madraſs, 
and the ſources of wealth being fewer, 


there is leſs of luxury and parade than at 
Calcutta. 


I have dined with the governor who is 
a gentleman of plain good ſenſe and unaf- 


fected politeneſs, and has ſat in the chair 
with equal honour to himſelf and ſatisfac- 


tion to thoſe under him for five and twenty 


years. I have had the pleaſure of ſeeing. 
the beauties of Bombay at the monthly 


ball, and I have ſpent an agreeable even” 


ing with Mr. Draper, who is ſenior mem-_ 


ber of the council, and is the huſband of 


the charming Eliza, whoſe fame will ever 
live in the celebrated writings of the | im- 

I mares] Sterne. : 
I have now viſited the three great Pre- 
Gloncies of India, and I aſſure you that 1 
| ſhall bid an eternal adieu to the Aſiatic 
' ſhore without the leaſt regret. My utmoſt 
ambition will in future be to live ſequeſtered | 
from the buſy ſcenes of the gay and un- 
thinking world, and if I can but find an 


affec- 
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affectionate partner with whom I may di- 
vide my pleaſures and my cares, I ſhall 


not envy the pride, pomp, and grandeur 


of the luxurious monarchs of the Eaſt, 
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London, October, 1778. 


Ax dear friend's congratulatory letter 
on my ſafe return has given me 


the ſincereſt pleaſure, and has not a little 


added to the joy I felt at finding myſelf 
reſtored to the embrace of an affectionate 


Parent, and to my native ſhore. 


The voyage from India was neither 
uncommonly tedious, nor attended with 
any of thoſe unpleaſant circumſtances, 
which have before occurred to me. We 


arrived the latter end of April at the 
Cape of Good Hope, where I again 
lodged with my old friend the Dutchman 
whom 1 have formerly mentioned, and 
on the twentieth of May we made the 


Iſland of St. Helena, which at a diſtance 


reſembles a caſtle built in the middle of 


the ſea. This iſland is about twenty 
miles in circumference, and conſiſts of 
2 4 we. ſeveral 
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7 ſeveral ſtupendous rocks, with interme · 


diate vallies which are covered with £ 
profuſion of herbage, and produce a 
very great variety of fruits and vegeta- 
bles. The inhabitants are almoſt all 
natives of the iſland, and ſeem to poſſeſs 


an equal ſhare of affability and igno- 


rance. So totally are they unacquainted 
with any thing beyond the circle of their 
own little world, that a young lady, at 
whoſe father's J ſpent an evening, ſeri- 
ouſly aſked me if London was not a 
charming place when the Indiamen arri- 
ved in the Thames, and I had great diffi- 


culty to perſuade her, that the gaicty. of 


the metropolis of England did not; de- 


| pend upon 1 N af an Eaſt la Ja 


. Helens i der the 5 


nn of a fifty gun ſhip. and on be 


eighth of Auguſt were roleaſed from dur 


floating priſons, and landed on the Britiſh 


ſhore; At Portſmauth we heard the firſt 
news of hoſtilities being -commented> 


md: we thought ourſelves fortunate in 


P 1 elcaping 
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cſeaping the 0 fleet of France, which 


« was Mr. Keppel's intention to have 
chaſtiſed ſo handſomely, had they waited 


for him till the ſucceeding morning. 
5 I have now given you a faithful ac- 


count of my adventures during an ab- 
ſence of near five years from my native 
country. But the 1 important event, which 
3s to eleſe the ſcene, is yet to come. 


You know the intentions of my father, 


and you have ſeen the young lady, on 
whom my future happineſs is to depend. 


have been introduced in form, and I flat- 


ter myſelf there is no obſtacle to our im- 
mediate union Lou have often told me 


that: matrimomial felicity is by no means 


connected with that violent paſſion, which 


teaches the lover to deify the object of 
his affections, and renders him deaf to 


Abe vice of reaſon. I ſubſcribe to the 


Juſtice of your opinion, but I confeſs char 
¶ amt this moment moſt heartily i in love. 


The harmony of my Iſabella's features, 


and the engaging ſweetneſs of her looks 
captivated. me at £00064) and her good 
ls 1 ye 1 7 oy 
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bene has iricreaſed the os which - 
1 inſpired by her firſt appearance. 1 

I have now a new ſcene before me. I 
think that the brightneſs of the preſent 


| proſpect more than compenſates for every 
paſt uneaſineſs, and I hope that the che- 


quered adventures of my former life have 

not diſqualifed me for the peaceful © en. 
joyment of true domeſtic ! 
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